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RUTH: TESTIMONY, | 


e 
7 eſtimony of Triiths Appearing, | 
1 | 5 5 I * ? 9 


r 


own, Lies, Licur and Gated 


3 Creating, Manifeſting, Increaſing and vun 
5 ting it ſelf in the midſt of Perſecution. 


Wherein 1 diſcovered what Truth i is, and alſo a 
1 Lye, who knows it, and het: in it. 


WITH 


The Abe Eli and Canvertios: to the Truth; bis 


Practice in it, his N of it and his ſeveral 
Tryals for the ſame, viz, 


1. Before Baron WII DE . ; t 
PA 2. Before Judge N1cHoLAs at Worceſter; - 4.5 
1 J. Before Serjeant Ga x EN at Oxford; | 
ES ; ö Before Serjeant HuTTon'at Oxford. 


+ 


>: $ nsch O1TN at Se. 
* The ke Accufations brought 1 kim 4 each | 
=. os and his Anſwers to the ſame. As alſo the 
_ 8 ö both by Jupers and an, +26. 
C 


15 tiowble Appeal to bis Highneſs - ö Win, Lord 
Protector, as a general Redreſs tor all People. 


e 
By RICHARD COPPIN. 
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Friends * We e Uh 
HAT the trug of thoſt EY 1 
1 chat hade paſt between me and m | 
adverſaries may appear, it is through, the 
deſire of many peoßle here publiſfied, as a” 
Narrative of what the Logd'i in theſe dividin 
times Kath done, and Will do, for the — 
of ige manifeſtation of truth aon e men, 
chat through moch 6gpofition by by r men liyio | 
_ tate? againſt thoſe Who live 1 in the "tryth, 
1 che truth made manifeſt; concerning + 
| which L have not tough m life too dear ta 5 
haue parted with, bir «with much' zeal and 1 
love both to God ati all peõpſe fave 1 been 5 
cuttied! on, to vindicate the truth of what 48 
va müniſeſted to me, and declared by me, 
who with much joy wentthrough' it 1 Riff 
_ kgopwing. my feff clear and juſtified in and | 
by the Lord and my own conſcience, i in all 0 
eg that I have ſeen, known, and been © 
| madeapartaker of, in truth and righteouſneſs. 1 
And if any ſhall queſtion the truth of 
what is here written in any part of it, it is 
and will be ready to be proved, not only 
by my ſelf, bur by feveral ther perſons 
| - that 


= 
Cow 
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0 3 aid ee | 


to the fame, and that bad taken ſevetal Co- 
pies of what was done in the Courts at my 


tryals all which was ſtill recorded and kept 
to this day, and nom publiſhed for the 
view of all that deſire 50 Jook into it, ad an 


outward. teſtimony. bearing witneſs of the 
| truth againſt all that, is a lye in the world. 


And 1 do further declare, that ioi all my 
tryals and proceedings to, this day, I never 
feed or br ibed any man whatfoeyer, to:ſhew 
me any fayour ; neither dig any ever require 
n of me, more then what was due by courſe 
of Law t to. the Clerks of: Aſſizes 3: for F was 
not to. ſeck to men, for any favour, but to 
leave all to the Lord, whoſe own the cauſe 
Was 3 and who is and will be made manifeſt 
m doe time to all men, as; he is andl hath 
been to. him. who. en e ſetve _ 
«love, 1 while 1 voi dom GW © 
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AND A 


Teſtiznony, of. Truth's appearing, 
In. Power, Life, Light and Glory, creating, 
ern increaſing and vindicating, of 

it ſelf, in the migſt he DOES | 
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2 7 ruth i 5. and bat it is not; who bibs” 
Jt and lives in it; that it is always per- 
ſecuted, and by whom; that it n PP, 
_ when it 15 moſt appafes ; 3 and bow. 


7 OD that made the e : and wy 
oF& . things therein; whoſe goodneſs. | 
fills been and nth is holy. . 
» juſt and good, the pure, perfect, . 
true God, notconfined to time, 
8 perſon, nor thing 3 but comprehends 
in himſelf all things that are, and all things 
in him that is pure, perſect, true, juſt and 
good, is ſo to him, and he cannot behold anyx 
thing any otherwiſe then as it is in himſelf ; 
who fees, knows, poſſeſſes and enjoys all 
5 not as man, who is a lyar, but as 
„who is true, and who is all, and alt 
"Gb in teuth n d and what- _ 


Bo foeveh, 


"21 


ſoever, bende 3 a lye, is or may be ſaid by 


ye, ta the dus wledge of the truth, 5 it is 
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men not to be in God, and God not to be 
in that; ig lye ; and he that faith it, is a 
lyar ; and no lyar can ſtand in the ine 


of God, to know. Gods preſence with him, 


till he be brought from the knowledge of. a 


in Jeſus, by the appear iug of God in Jeſus 
Ori to him: Therefore that which all 
men are to be, to know, to live in, and to 
practice in truth and righteouſneſs, that they 


may no longer de ſhut out from the preſence 


God as lyars, is the truth as it is in Jeſus, 
or God as he is in Chriſt, reconciling the 
whole world to himſelf, not imputing to 
any man fin and tranſgrefſion; and ſo the 
Lord Jeſus, who is God with us, is to us 


the way to the truth, the life living in the 


truth, and the truth lived in, that in due 
time will make manifeſt the freedom of all 


men in the knowledge of the truth from 


that which is a lye, and bring all men to 


that which is the truth in himſelf; chough in 


the time of mens falling away from the firſt 
Image, to have an outward ſhew or form of 
podlincls, without the power, they are not 


brought from the knowledge of a lye, as it is 


in man, to the knowledge of the truth, as it 


is in Jeſus. There is nothing more oppoſed, 


leſs knowh and praftifed; by men living in 
the knowledge of a lye, yet profeſſing truth 
and godlineſs, then the truth is; For they 
profeſs that they know God but in works 
they Yea " being zbominable and dif. 

obedient, 


9 * o 
1 aux +3 , == 5 ? 
1 'F * 0 8 * 4 . . 3 * 


NIIACH and v0 every good work a te. 
obate (as the Scripture ſaith) for all men 
Sa owning. and living in any thing 4 
below God, do ſo long know, own and live 
in a lye, and ſo are. themſclves a lye to 
themſclves, ;hatings abominating and oppO- 
- pg the truth which they know not; anf 
no lye can know the Harry the truth 
chows a lyc:3 not as à lye, but as the truth: 
So no man; knows God, but God knows 
man, yet not as: man; but as himſelf, who 
knows 3] things in truth and righteouſorſd, 
which truth is bimſelf: for he that is all 
things, cannot know any think beſides him, 
ſe}f, there being oot any thing but himſelf to 
be known; ; elſe how is he all things except 
a. lye? and all the known gods of the 
Nations which men have. warthiped; and run 
A ;whoring, after, ate falſe Gods, and a lye\/” 
and. a lye is nothing in being 1 therefore: is” 
one God the truth, and albthe good that 1 is, 
18, him, for truth and goodneſs live together 
in God, who is good, and beholds all things 
BOOd. yea, very good, ' becauſe he can fce 
nothing but What is himſelf ; for there is 
none good but one, that: is Gods! and yet 
the whole creation of God js ſaid to be 
good by God; for when he had made all 
things and foiſhed his work; he beheld it, | 
and. ſaw. it was very good. | 
Therefore is God in Chriſt, bid wer, 
know, underſtand; and judge all things in 
truth and righteouſneſs, as being all in all 
 Thangs to himſelf, though the chings in 


the chſelves 


110 1 


themſelves and to men are Iyes, yet truth in 
him and to him, Who is all things, and of 
whom and to whom nothing is a lye; for 
no lye is of the truth, but alllyes, as . are 
— * of, and known by the Devil, the 
great lyar of the world, the deceiver of man- 
kind, that turns the truth! into a lye, and 
light into datkkneſa, and good into evil, a. 
ſeribing that wiſdom, power, will; reafon,” 
knowledge and underſtanding unto man; 
which is due to God, fſetting up man in the 
place of God, as knowing and being ſome | 
thing elſe beſides God, out of God, that ſo 
huimſelf might have a Kingdom this is a” 
 lye; and the lyar; and the Kingdom . 
darkneſs; unto which! ye ad lyar, as 
unto the Devil and his Kingdom, ſin, hell 
and damnation, God will not give any place 
of being out of himſelf — but will 
turn it again from a lye to the truth, from 
man to himſelf, from Satan unto God 3 for 
he only is, and there is none beſides him; 
ſo that he nya is of. and all things in bim 
ate truth. Bi DX e e oy 
„Therefore Pg pA the truth, we 
moſt underſtand and know God, that he 
only is that which is to remain, and ſo to 
underſtand the truth as it is in Jeſus, God 
in Chriſt manifeſt in fleſh, the Original 
Centre of all things chat which makes, 
forms, creates and Seil of its fulneſs all 
things that were, are, and ever ſhall be in 
the whole Creation, world without end. 
KNEE doth A neither beginning n. nor 7 ee. 
ut , 


[ 15 e 4 


but is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for 

ever, and. changeth not. | 
T herefore | is the truth as being the ſame 
ſill in God, one unchangeable, immortal, 
| incomprehenſible, unlimited, . individual, 
divine being,, full of wiſdom, power 
life, light and glory, or the whole Godhead, 
ing, ruling and governing all things in 
the world, and fo the ſame {till at all times, 
in all places and things, comprehending in 
it ſelf all things that ate in the world as its 
own, and yet It ſelf as being the true God 
not comprehended of, or.confined to any 
one thing, time, place or perſon, but doth 
it ſelf make, create and bring forth from it 
lelf (as comprehended in it ſelf) all things 
viſible in the world, as an Image, of it 21 

inviſible, "4.470 

And this is God, 1 . he will, can 
and doth both break in pieces and ſet to- 
gether again, empty and fill again, wound 
and heal again, kill and make à live again, 
all things that are in generation in the 
world, evermore to be changeable in it 
ſelf, as made, and unchangeable in him- 
ſelf as unmade, and he evermore to do 
the ſame, as being an unchangeable works 
man, always making, creating and filling 
all things that are changeable; for that 
which hath been, is that which ſhall be, 
and that which is done, is that which ſhall 
be done; and there is no new thing under 
the Sun, and the beſt of men and things 
49.cre ared or made, in the moſt pure, ſi ne 
C54: * formaliſts 


£12} 


formaliſts outſ] de appearance of them, ha | 
t 


duͤt Images {of the Imag e of Gad plac 
in man) Which men 990010 ſet u 


Worſhip and adore; as Nebuchadnezzar 


did his Image; and they char will not fall 


don beforg | rand ſubmit themſelves to 
it, as to men and tfleir Images, Ways 
worthips and opinions, mult by bp decfee 
of Nevnchainezzar (or the ume ! "ui 2 
Him now a abpearing amongſt Sec) Be 

into the hor. ger. furnace made hot "by 
men; chat is to ay, either Ulenced. , impris 
Þned; baniſhed or put tp death. 

T berktore what are the'beft of Tmagey 


10 thb thing u en vanith and A 


He, being 3 51 I& is chanpeably ? 2 is vanis 
ty and vex2rion of 'Spirit, and {6 the beſt 


Cf Things in its fit Sears Gas wh bur wan 


"Ss "of the . moſt Digg Gad, Fung 
"rakes" 'to fefve irs generation, and t 
25 $ away, as we {cc all things do: fot ma 
" 2 pie ſtate, Before His fall, was but 
God : Reli 1210N it the farm, is 
ork an Image ge f Religi 25 in the mind and 


wilt; fo Juſtice and Rig Shreouſttegs In and 


Shot men acted from que to n | 


15 bie zn wht it is in and from 
God t to” W if himſelf in a humax 


Appearance; ay "he. was man, «though, ; 
Had | in bi im the fulnefs of the Godhead, 1 
wits he but an Image of the inviſible « 
or the Eternal Being of the Godhead in its 

Prvine ſtate : And all Images are to paſs. 
. and be removed day by. day; F or 


the 


«* 1 — 2 
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the faſhion of this ork paſſeth away, and 
wharſoeyer paſſeth away, muſt in that ſtare 
of mortality be a lye, in oppoſition to that 
which is immortal and true, becanſe 1 it abides 
pot always the ame, but is changeable, 
And as a thing made cannot know that 
which made it; to a lye cannot know the 
truth, nor ſpeak the truth, but as it is in 
the truth, no longer known to be a lye, 
kut the truth itſelt; As nothing therefore 
but God, cha is a Spirit, knows God fa 
nothing dut the truth, knows the truth, 
nor can a ſpeak the truth, ang if any ching of 
uth be ſpoken between man and man, it 
is the 5 f. it ſelf that ſpeaks it ſelf through 
its own Image; for what one man ſpeaks 
fa py av n words, is but an Image of 
the fame Being ſpoken, to man by the 
le in ſilengę ; for the word i in the ſound 
5 but, an Image of what is before ſpaken 
in the mind; and all the writings of men in 
the letter, is but an Image uf the writings 
God in the heart aud 8 irit: So the 
Scripryfe, called the Word of God, which 
axe but the Writings af men in an outward 
1 280 is but an Image of the true 
ord (Chriſt) 2 ſpoke before in them 
that writ it, and witneſſed to the world by 
that which is written; for what the Word 
pf Gad (to wit Chriſt) ſpeaks in men, that 
wan {peaks and writes again to men: For 
— we have ſeen and heard; we declare 
Unto you, faith Pau, and all things in the 
world Vyible 1 15 bat“ An Inage of God, or 
Ne 


— 


OT 

the things Inviſible z and  4ll things, as 
Made, is hut an Image of it ſelf as unmade. 
Adam was firft formed, then Eve; and 
the woman taken out ef man, is but the 
Image and glory of the man, and lives not 
put in the Man; therefore while ſhe abides 
in the Image, and is net the ſame with the 
thing imaged. ſhe abides in a lye, and is in 
me tranſeretſioggs- oe oO 
- 89 IR ke manner all mankind; with the 
— creation 85 egming out of Cod. is 
ut an Image of Ged, as the Son is of the 
Father, and as che wemun is of the man, 
and lives net But in God the Father, that 
tends them forth ffom hiniſelf as an Image 
ef himſelf, and as it abides in the Inmace 
And net in him thatmade it, ſo it abides in 
the lye, and In the kran greſſion; and if any 
Would know the krutk In the love of the 
tfvth, tg ſpeak It, 'and tive Mit, they mult 
Walt ze be kaken up in the underſtanding; 
inte that Which is te truth, as Chriſt was; 
and herein Seaſe in themſclves to ſtand 
_ any longer in the Image, but in the tub: 
ffänee, as Chrift did when he did aſcend 
from the Sen te the Father, and © mul 
become the fame with the truth, in the 
axuth ir ſelf, before they can know what the 
trurh is in the underftand ing” of lit: 16 in 
the change of all chings in man, che 
Wenan becomes the an, or weakneſs be- 
comes Rrength,” gerkneis becomes light, 
death becomes life; end a lye the truth, 
When dhe truth hath bad its perfect work 
Wi 12 


py LW: ©: 
in making all things free, in turning water 
into wine, and bringing all * together 
in one; for the truth is not without a lye; 
the man is not without the woman, nor 
the woman without the men, in the Lord: 
So not God without us, nor we without 
him in the truth, which truth comprehends' 
power, variety in unity, and unity in variety,” 
the Creator and the creature; and ſo God 
himſelf, who is the truth in Jeſus, who ids 
one and all, is himſelf the way in which all 
men ſhould walk, the truth which all men 
ſhould practice, and the life which all men 
ſhould live, with Chriſt in God, manifeſt 
in fleſn; as, hei God in union with man, 
and man in union with God, loving all 
men as himſelf, doin for all men, as for 5 | 
himſelf, which ſhould be the whole life of 
all men one to another, living in truth, aa 
it is in Jeſus, even to walk in him as 
their path, live in him a8 their life; and ſo 
to follow his ſtęps in the Lord Jeſus, hating 
none, ſpeaking evil of none, perſecuting 
none, but to be friendly, loving, kind and 
merciful, to all, as fleth of their fleſh, and 
bone of their bone, being all of one blood, 
and fo to forgive one another, as God in 
Chriſt. hath, forgiven them: And he who 
goes any other way, practiſes any other 
thing, lives any other fe, then that which 
is God living in them and all men, recon- 
eiling the whole world to himſelf by x 
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ho 3 the treth, and the Bf, 4: | 


ſo fur a lyar, and the trüth is not in him. 
O how few are there that lte this life 
* God in Chnſt; to be reconciled to all 
men, though enemies; love all men, though 
eneſnies; be at peace with all men, though 
enemies; and to do for all men as they 
would do for themſelves, and as they 
would others ſhould do unto them: why. 
very few yet live in the truth to Fare it 
though moſt men profeſs it? 
(Therefore eden che Me not in tus 
truth are lyars, and live in the filthy abomi- 
nation of the lye, as in ſin, death, hell, and 


damnation, wrath, envy, hatred, malice; | 


perſecution,” revenge, and all the works of 
iniquity, and muſt be taken up into the 
truth, and ſo caſt into the lake of fire 
burning with brimftone; there to be purged 
from all their uncleanneſs and filthy abomi- 
nation, that hath defaced the Image of God 
as to men, before they can be lovers of 
God or the truth, and ceaſe from perſecu- 
one another.. 

: Au things while it ate in the Image, 

being there in a priſon, and in darkneſs, is 


an enemy to the thing imaged, becauſe it 1 
repreſents it not perfectly, or as it is in Jeſus; 


the thing made is an enemy to that which - 
makes it, the creature to the Creator, man 
to; God; for all men, as men and ſinners, ſo 
remaining, are haters of God, and do op 


the truth in the n n But the 870 7 


truth is oppoſed, the more will it increaſe in 


# 


1 
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power, ad Break forth in _ geht of its 


tnanifeſtation, to thoſe that are oppoſed, ang 
allo for the good of thoſe that do png 
though for a time it may be hid from 
eyes. | Thoſe that betrayed and murder'd 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, though they did 
God ſervice, and . —— good and ſo 


they did) though they knew. it not, in 


perſecutiag, reviling, ſtoning and killing 


blaſphemers (as they ſaid) againſt God; but 


they knew neither God, — the blaſ- 
phemy thay charged them wich; for had 
they known Chriſt, they would not have 
put him to death nor crucified the Lord 
7 glory, as they did; yet this did bring 
glory to God, and good to all his people; 
er or through death did he aſcend into the 
glory of his Father, in which glory he re- 
turned again to his people, to take them 
to himſelf, that where he was, they might 
be alſo; and (faith: he) If I be hfred up, I 
will draw all men untome,. not only Scribes 
and Phariſees, but Publicans and ſinners, 
when the Scribes and Phariſees thought it 


had belong'd only ta themſelves, as righte- 


%s 


ous; men, and not unto ſinners; and be- 


cauſe he was a friend to all, even ſinniers, 
as well as them, therefore ſought they the 


moer to kill him; yet his love was ſtill. 


the ſame, both to them and all others, 


though enemies to him; fer, ſairh' he, f 
thoſe that betrayed:him; and took his life 


from him. Father, forgive them, they know 


not what ey do; and the more They Tough 
l W 
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to betray him, the more did the people 
follow him, and grew in love with him} 
and men can never do any thing more to 
the loſs. of their own honour, Religion and 
_ Flf-intereſts, and more to advance the 
truth in the life and power of it, then to 
oppoſe it; and perſecute it; for then do 
men the more enquire: after it, and truth 
will have its perfect work, and find out a 
way to advance itſelf in the greateſt perſe- 
cution, though men never ſo much oppoſe 
it. Therefore when men go to ſtop the 
current of truth, and the mouths of thoſe 
that declare it, by an outward Law, they 
do but as thoſe that go to make a dam to 
j = the current of a continual running 


ſtream, which will ſuddenly make its way 
through it, and carry all before it: Or as 
thoſe who go to throw oil and brimſtone to 
quench fire that is burning, which the 
more they do, the more it will flame and 
burn to the deſtruction of that which is 
throw into it to quench it: So is it with 
truth, when it ariſes in life and power to 
manifeſt it ſelf, nothing is or ſhall be then 
able to ſtand àgainſt it, to hinder the 
growth and increaſe of it; but it will drive 
all before it that ſhall itand in the way of itz 
and as fire among thorns, ſo will it burn, 
waſte, conſume and bring to nothing, all 
that which is abomination, and a lye, in the 
world, that nothing hereafter ſhall be ſeen 
to ſtand in the high place of God; but him- 
ſelf will there ſnew himſelf to be all in all, 
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as he is the One and the All, the All and 
the One, though not yet manifeſt unto all 
n ond frg ener ben 
Therefore, O man, thou that wouldſt 
not have the truth to ſpread, which thou 
knoweſt not, ceaſe any longer to oppoſe it, 
if thou canſt forbear, for through much 
oppeſition is the truth made manifeſt; and 
God would not be ſaid to be a conqueror, 
if chere were not ſomething of a lye in 
oppoſition to the truth to bè conquered; 
for were there no oppoſition known in men 
to oppoſe God, there would be in men- no 
need of the knowledge of the coming of 
God in Chriſt to men, to oppoſe againſt 
that: for his coming to manifeſt himſelf, 
1s to reconcile his enemies to himſelf, and. 
to deſtroy that which is enmiry in them 
againſt him ; for this purpoſe was the 
Son of God manifeſt, to deſtroy the works - 
of the devil, and men in looking upon 
God to be at a diſtance from them through 
the . temptations of Satan, do thereby op- 
poſe his preſence with them; for God is 
nigh them, with them, ahd in them, as 
one reconciled to them, and all things in 
the world with them, though they know 
it not; and this is mans deſtruction, not 
to know God, as God knows man, but to 
live as one without God in the world, al- 
ways fearing of Goc as an angry God; 
1 ſo kept at a diſtance from God, by 
being ignorant of God; as always learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge 
„%% ROY Fe pe. 2% . * 
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of the truth; neither can, till chey are en; 


5 a meet of God with me all along, 


CET 


lighthed by the light of God in their own 


conſciences, to ſee God with them, reſtoring 
reſt and peace to them, and himſelf to be 


in them tlie way, che truth, and the life 


for them unte the end of which way, the 
knowledge of which truth, and enjoyment of 


which life, all men have a race to run and 


à way to come, before they can ſit down 
at the end of their journey, and live in the 


knowledge of the truth as. It is in J eſus. 
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7 "Th 3 8 Life and Converſatiti, 6H ore 
aud after the agy of bis Converſion; the 


manner of his converting, aud bis zeal in 
9 92 N, trying and paying by all the Ways, 
Werſoips and Opinions of Men, and their 
_ ſeveral Forms f Religion; how. man ap- 
peared in it; how; it alli\vaniſked ar * 

conſe, 45 ee and tube | 


H Marla my ain 8 come ha 
held, ani ſee the race which you are 


to run, the way which you are to cone, 
and the price that is to be won, as I will . 


ſhew unto you, by ſetting before you the 
race that I have run, the 1 way that I have 
gone, and the price that I have won; 


wherein if che Lord will, you may bchold 


the manner» and courſe of my liſe, and 


1 trom 


IBS 


from the time he firſt, created me and 
| brought me forth of my "mother's won, to 
this day; and that you by comparing with 
it the manner and courſe of your life, and 
the dealings of God with you, may ſee 
how near a progreſs you have made to this 
price, the gather Kingda m, and end of 
your journey. God himſelf, attainable in 
this life; after which there is no more 
travelling, but you are ſet down, and at reſt 
with the Son in the boſom of the Father, 
And, when once I came to this ſtate of 
the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt in me, 1 
then was in a ſtare to ſee God as he is, 
and the truth as it is in Jeſus, made mani- 
feſt in my fleſh, and ſo was made to look _ 
back upon what I had ſeen, and formerly 
been from the day of my creation to che 
day of my converſion, which the light of 
God within me did ſhew unto me, that 1 
repented of, and was changed from my 
former life 1 lived, in the time of my'ig- 
norance; and which by the light of God 
in me, I ſhall here ſhew unto you, 
For when God created me in my mo- 
ther's womb, and breathed into me the 
breath of life, that I became a living ſoul, 
I was in a ſtate of innocency, knowing 
neither good nor evil or as Adan in Para- 
diſe, and as all men elſe are when they 
are firſt created, and live; but k wickly 
fell from this innocent ſtate of Adam in 
Paradiſe, to the Knowledge of good and 
evil, as to the ſtate of Adam after his tall; - 
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inen al nd wicked, 4-0 Win my own 
leafure\ in all manner of ſports and delights 
or ourward recreation of the creature, 
without any true knowledge of the Crea- 
tor, which, for many years I would have 
gone many miles after, caring for no Reli- 
ion at all,.ncither did I know what 1 it was, 
Daly I heard of - a God afar. off, one that | 
preg above the ſkies, ſitting in a golden 
iair, and was like my ſelf, which the 
Preſts and people did talk of, as one that 
| byed thoſe that did 'well, and hated others 
that did ill; and would at the laſt day 8 

to judge me and all men, according to 
their works (but I knew him not, but by 
heat-ſay, according to the common tal 
of people) and that his worſhip. conſiſted i 
dens & womens" going to Church, at 
uch like ſervice (but not childrens); an 
t this holineſs gonſiſted in abſtaining 
from, ſwearing, ., drunkenneſs, thieving, 
 *horing, and ſuch like ſins; which fins 
being not committed by me, I thought 
fficient to ſave me, being taught ſo by 
our, Teachers) the Prieſts of thoſe times, 
who! themſelves, as well as Others, conn 
nitted all manner of ſin and wickedneſs,” 
who | deceived. both me and many 
thouſands of ſouls by. their deluſions, but 
ever taught us of a Jeſus, all this while, 
neither could they, becauſe they knew him 
not themſelves; yet God was there with 
them uiider this, diſpenſation, F 
valled, and in a out; 5 clouds and dar 5 
8 ne J 
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heſs : are round about him: but theſe clouds 

in ſome meaſure vaniſhing, as to me, | 

paſt them by, and preſt xo ag 35 44D 

And now having lived for many years 

in this ſtate of ignorance, undet the Biſhops 

and Prelatical Government; 1 2 cam 

to the Preſbyterians, Who 

reign in the others ſteads, 2 ng the 

ſame authority over mens conſciefices as 

the other did; and who after ſome Mort 

time L found to rule with as much force 

and cruelty, and to be as tyrannical a 

ever the others were, and that knew nd 

more of God then the others did; only 

they would talk a little more of Chriſt x, 

Religion, uſing the outward expreſſions as 3 

a cloak to cover their nakedneſs, and to 

ſeduce the people to them: but for any 

true knowledge of Chriſt and Religion, 

they had none, neither any did they pract- 1 

iſe; yet here was God likewiſe, but {till in 

a cloud, under darkneſs, that 1 paſſed by 

them alto, and preſſed; forwards. | 

And F being yet willing to try all things; 

and I hearing of the Independants and 

Anabaptiſts ſtarting up, as thoſe that would 

- reign in the room of the Presbyrerians, 1 

would try them alſo; and found them to 
be cloathed with a more finer habit then 
either Prelate or Preſbyterian for they had 
gained ſome finer outſide forms of Religion 
decked over more with Scripture terms, 
Tloaks,' or figleaves to cover their naked- 
Kel: d called e the Wy and Or- 
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mances of Chriſt, or at leaſt, put that 
name upon them, to take away their re- 
Proach, though they were ſtill their own, 
und of their own inventions: for, as uſed by 


them, they are not according to the inſti- 


tution of Chriſt in the primitive times, as 


they think they are: wherefore they do 
put cheat themſelves and others, having no 
true knowledge of God all this while, but 
by hearſay, and what they gain only. by 
their outſide Forms, Ways, and Religious 

uties, which they are to count all loſt for 


 Chrift; and in which I beheld them and all 


the reſt of men, with all their differing 
Ways, Judgments and Opinions to be in 
alt chings ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, as 


Paul did the Athenians. And fo I after the 


ſpace of two years, beholding this their or- 


—_— 


der in London, ſeeing all to be but difor- 


der and confuſion, I paſſed them all by, and 
preſt fotwards to the mark, for the price 


of the high calling of Godin Chriſt Jeſus; 


which is a calling above all things whatſo- 


_ ever, as of Preſbytery, Independency, Ana- 


baptiſm, and whatſoever calling ele, any 
calling above them all, which none of theſo 
. yer attained or do live. * 


man may in to hide, yet this is a 


In y hich two years time before mentior - 


ed, of walking among the Churches in 


London; of P. eſbyterians, Independents V+ 

and Anabapriſts, &c, 1 applied my ſelf = 
175 much to reading their books, ſearchin „ 
and trying the Scriptures, whether theſe 


cke 


_ 


TaFyP. _ i 
things they held were ſo or no, and” * 

be ſo practiſed by them as they were, ane 
eqtitended for, which I found not to be: 
Fo in obſerving duties of prayer was 1 
very frequent morning and evening, and 
s often as I had opportunity: and in he ar- 
15 or writing of Sermons, four op ſiwe in 
5 oy from ſeveral men, which T ſpent 
'muc of my time after in reading. 47.4: 8h 
Thus was I in that time, while 1 was try: 
Ing their ways, as zealous ag they could be 
in it, even hating, loathing and deſpiſing 
Amy own, and other mens farmer. ways, 
delights, pleaſures and ſports, and all de- 
Hghrful exercifes 3 which I was not fo much 

for before, but then I was as much againſt, 
counting them all to be but works of dark- 
ness, w ile they were ſo acted; yet wWas 
oF Te ſtill (rhough under this diſpenſation 
Grace) as bling and as ignorant as ever 
1 was under that of "nature, though I 
thought I ſaw and had knowledge but 1 
1 ſince, that all the Light 12 know- 
edge that I then tho had of God, 
Gut, and the Deyil, e Hell, 
t ; SalVacion and Damnation, with all things 
elle thereto belonging, in that ſtate of ig- 
* norance, was as carnal as ever; and I 
- knew no more of it then 1 did when I was 
under the Prelates Miniſtry ; only that 
ere was 200d afar off, and not within = 

which I fill knew but by hear-fay, "as all 
"that CR Wn} nk chere. 
E. 1 1 Fore 
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fore 1 may be bold to affrm, EY by 
2 1 fg SOT. That all the 
nowledge t re rians, Ind 
'dents, Anabaptiſts, 3 all others 2 
any form of Worſhip, now haye of choſe 
things; while living under the diſpenſati 
of grace (only) while ſeeking the Lord » 
no mote; then but by hear-ſay, whi 
they ſo long give themſelves to believe, and 
N in bondage to, as * eee po ; 
and no experience at ve : 
„as to know them in truth, or Fg 
is in Jeſus. And this was all the knowledge 
and experience that 1 had, while under that 
_ diſpenſation of grace, or the Son of God 
- manifeſting (yet the ſame that they had) 
where I then ſaw the work but a doing, 
not done; ſalvation but a Ring hen mad not 
ns. and en 
Bae after two years were pied of 
my beholding this their order in don, 
all the ways and opinions of men, 
with all their feigned righteouſneſs, for to 
be but deſtruction and confuſion, : I pro- 
he of their downfal, which would 
. after come to and which. ! 
ſince, in part, . ſeen to be fulfill 
5 w that they were not built upon 4 
true foundation C hriſt, as the rock Which 
wid ſtand, and was laid by God: bur 
upon the foundation and buildin N of mn. 
laid by men, on. the ſands,” as 
" would ſhake and fall; and rb ge jor en 
| ure 
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A4ote che fire, eyen God when he appeared; 
but would, with all their Elements, melt 
before” him as droſs, and with all their 
fair heaven be” burnt up before him as 
ſtubble, and vaniſh away before him «a 
ſmoak, and as chaff before the wind: 
Wherefore I ſeeing them ty be thus firted 
for deſtrucdion, ang prepared for the 94 70 
ter, 1 paſſed þ ay all by, that I might not 
in my profeſſion de deſtroyed with them 
and would not go in, or be tyed in cove. 
nant to any of them, being none of them 
according to the intiturion of C briſt ; and 

they being thus weighed in t ballance of 

the Righteouſheſs e of Chriſt "hey ra by Chriſt, 


and there found toq light, 

ag and ſo Sg as t9rhe 
And after this legal e the : 
| Knoviledge of Chriſt in the fleſh; and the 
performing duties after the you ons 
was ded with hae; and Chriſt 
in power and glory to me, rag We js 
-plainly of the Father; I then ed . — 
to that appearance of God to me in the 
Father, What and where God, Chriſt and 
the Devil was, and is, alſd heaven and hell, 
ſalvation and damnation, what and where 
that was, and i is, 1 having had the expe- 
rience & it all within me; and © I ſaw, as 
to my ſelf, a death of the one. part; a8 of 
7 the: Devit hell and damnation; with all 
khings at the left · hand of God; and a living 


of the other part, as of God, Chriſt, Heaven 


8 FE Salvation, with ” at'the A | 
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far? 
band of God; which was my dying 9 
one part, 25 „0 hn on he t andi, and 
y ling te che other pam, as to that 
on the right-hand, - and which was to 1 15 
the day ot the Lord, and a reſtoration of 
N all ching sto God where, and at which 
* ſaw. one diſpenſation perfected 
2 angther,. on grace perfected in glory, 
the Sen perfected in he Father, or all 
gs made perfect 1 in God, the King 
dom of the Son delivered up to the Father; 
and where I faw all my on Works, Which 
ever I had done under any diſpenſation, be- 
Fore. that of Chriſt in the Spirit, to be 
burnt up and made; void to me, with all 
my prayers vhich I made books Which 2 
had read, ſermons which I had heard, be- 
ſides and below Chriſt, all nom appeared 
to be of no worth unto me, as to do me 
any good; forl had found one Jeſus, chat 
Was aſcended far aboye all heavens, that he 
mighi fill all things, and that had a nate 
above every name that. was named, of things 
in heaven, and of thin son earth; in whom 
I was now found, —— having my own 
_ , righteouſneb,/ which is of the Law, but 
that which. is through the faith of Chriſt, 
"who was now bedome my worth, my life, 
my light, and my all, Who ha Calle me 
+ with himſelf, _ whom I ſaw to be all to 
me, and to do all for me, and to have given 
an end to all things beſides himſelf in me; 
. which made me; now throw away all m 
Dad P reſbyrerians,” een. An 
ahbaptiſts 
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9 0 and x hatſogver elſe {as che. 850 
e and Grecians had done before 
Eye orget all things therein, and agt to 


know any thing any 0 beer any th in 
ber ther Without or within me, but - Jeſus 


Chriſt, and him crucified; and ſo to kno 
my ſelf in him, to have made wy. 4 
10 him in the Father's Kingdom, the end 
my journey, Where ſhall no more be tra- 
velling, but bat reſt with the Son, in the 
boſom of the Father: Which is the race That 
all men are to run, the way that all men 
are to go, and the work that all men are to 
do, even to deny themſelves, and all thing 
of themſelves, and to follow Chriſt, £ 
they come to Chriſt, If ever th 

be perfect with ES for, N Iba wil will Js 9 
te & A 8. all that thou baſs. | 
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CHAP. Ii. 


The Aubert Call and PAVIA to Preach. 3 
bat, and from whence it was; the Parif 


Prieſt's Call and Commiſſion” to Preach, 
| rene, u kene lauen. Alto 


* W HEN God in Chriſt Gia 8 


himſelf to me for my converſion, 

the redemption of my body, and the ſalva- 

tion of my ſoul, to the perſecting of the 

body of Chriſt in and to me, as that! 
knew it, and was aſſured of it in my ſelf, 

e and ben it was: I then ſaw it all 

to 


wy 


þ- Fe kim a — Sada men 25 0 me; 
though e unte them; and ac 
cording tc whit had reteived of the L. rd, 
Fas eee by the Lord. in me, 0 
liſh and declare to all ſorts of men, with 
.. our reſpect of. Perſons 'or b with 
this Commit hoo, Fo 5 
Firſt, that "whatſoever © 1nd of 
write, it was to be my own experien 
the Lord, of God manifelt in fleſh, 105 
fied in the ſpirit, ſeen of Angels, preached - 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the World, 
recerved v i; Arc Glory TV. Chriſt the ſame 
a ay, and for ever. And that 
as nt to ſpeak ot write. an Wing that 
Ppculd tend to the egptinving] advancing 
vr ſetting up of any thing that ſhould periſh 
or come to an end, and be in pp 
to the Lord Jeſus, as the ſetting up of any 
thing befides him vas; but that it ſhould al- 
ways tend to the advancement of his King- 
dom, as of love. joy, peace and righteouſneſs 
umnong men through” Chriſt; and to the 
throwing down of Entichrif and his King- 
5 dom, Wirh all deceiveableneſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men; and what I did, 1 was to 
do it freely, and in love, and not be charge- 
"able or burthenſome to an, 't to hinder any 
from coming into the Kingdom of the 
Lord, which was à free'K ingdom; nor to 
give any liberty to Antichriſt's Kingdo 
- which was # Kingdom of gain, hire, bo ſe 
-inzereſt; and which conſiſts of buying - and 


—— felling the word of God; and for which 
Mot: work 
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Work the: Lord would r 20 fap- 
Irt. me to the end, as he was with Paul at 
'orinth, and by r Lhare W 
found him to be witk me. nts. wy 
And thus was my Commil tio wy. and 
| from the School of Chriſt,, given by Chriſt 
at Sion houſe in Heayen, to do doh work. of 
. a free e igg all 7. 
ough enemies, ating none, and not 
on Oxford iS, nd MG eas Schools 
f 8 by the laying on of the hands 
M ne a 5 or Preſpytery, to do the work 
as an hireling, loving thoſe 
Mg 8 pa me, or ſtand: for me, and 
| hating thoſe chat would not, as molt. of 
thoſe 7 2 done chat had their, Call 2 
Commiſſion; from thence :. Neither was J 
to confer with fleſh and blood, as to go to 
Oxford or Cambridge, this Committee or 
chat Committee, to recgive Orders 
men, or to Know Whether I ſhould preach 
or no, and ſo to be ſettled in ſome place hy 
7 ang ſome yearly maint e 
m/ as the Prieſts of England 055 
7 all that ſerye in Anti- 
nnn Mages; 
or any part of it, L Was 


Wutz 


dc, $0 go and publiſn him to the 


- world, [and to fianers, yea all men, without 
reſpect of. perians, notyithſtanding all che 
er that I might meet yyithal from 
! all forts; of Religion, andf among all ſorts of 
ME ap Ll eee Ad- 


robo miniſtration 
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Ke in me) then was 1 
; upon to be 


its follow; and I to z0 through, and which 


a 
e He 


1 
Daftradich what ver, "below this Sith 


Amy ſelf hvedd in, and Was to declare. 
And the firſt day that I began to proſe- | 


cute this ny Commiſion, as dit was in me 
zn the Ae aud power of it (which L re- 
ceiyed not of man, nor by wan, but of 
and by che Lord, and God'the Father, who 
«raiſed him From the dead, our of the grave, 
cuted; hated 
und rejected of men that knew it not, but 
Mere charities: to it, yet did no more to me 
*heti What had been done to ochers that 
Were before me, and will be done to thoſe 
Mat doe after me; which 1 alſo looked 
part of my portion which was 


Is yet to de poſicſtwuithal while I was 
in this work of preaching ut knowing 
this that ſtill filling up the reſt of the ſuffet. 
"ings of Chriſt, which ſupported me, when 
15 FROM 1 I Tkoult receive 
my crown; ered with Cbriſt, 1 
- fpould alfo reign 2 : and fo enduring 
to the end, 1 5 faved; and this 
- as my portion alſo With the Lord, and 
tie reward I received of the Lord, and is 
on che Goſpel, with me; as it is 
He that preaches the G 44 15 Jhal! 
jut en the Cefpel, and not on other mens 
. nor Walk by other mens lights, 
the neh of Chriſt in the Goſpel df. 
nA And now ſo far hitherto as I 
ave fen ort in aux thing of this my Com- 
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miſſion, to che knowled Ze of any, let me 
be blamed. 

But to proceed, I ſhall go on as brief as 
I can to ſhew you the manner of my pro- 
ceedings, and how I have been carried 
forth to this day, as ſhall be readily wit- 
nefſed by the people of choſe parts in which 
1 have been, and thus 9 in the 
benen ol, as followeth, .* 


cn W. 


7 be. Author s frft profecution of his Com- 
miſſion, and his being oppoſed for the fame ; 
- how, by whom, and ofter what manner; 
. who are the. Miniſters of Chrift, and of 
Antichriſt, with their different proceedings, 
Both in Judgement, doctrine, practice, 


manner, 19 Pact peta and reward. 
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CIRST, Paul in lis uwe ſpeaking of 

- hinyſelf and his o call, ſaid then, 

75 bat above fourteen years age be knew a man 
in Chriſt, whether in the body, or out of the 
body, he could not tell, but-ſutch an one caught 
up into the third heaven,or Paradiſe, and heard 
unſpeakable words, which were not lawful for 
man to utter: And why unlawful? In reſpett 
af the law of God'it could not be-unlawful ; 
for God reveals nothing that is contrary to 
himſelf, or his. own. law, neither doth he 
make a law contrary. to what he reveals: 
but 1 it might be contrary to the laws of men, 
F: wwe , which 


1 1 


| 2 they had made; and do ſtill "I 
and ſo onlayfal. and in this ſenſe Paul 
might fay, it was unlawful for men to ut- 
ter, though not unlawful for God to utter: 
and for theſe reaſons; firſt, in reſpect of 
the company among whom Paul. Was then 
living, when thoſe words were made known 
to him, they being not able to bear them: 
And ſecondly, it may be that the laws of 
the times were ſuch, that if it ſhould have 
been | poken, it would have been counted 
blaſphemy, and himſelf have been perſe- 
cuted for it, as it ſeems he was for many 
things that he then ſpoke : and fo in all 
ages ſince, Whatever of God hath by God 
been revealed to men, contrary to the law 
of the times, hath been by that law unlaw- 
ful to utter, and ſo by men counted blaſ- 
hemy, and the authors thereof accuſed as 
laſphemers. Was it not ſo with Chriſt, 


and with. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles ? * 
55 And hath it not been ſo ſince? and is it not 


ſo now ? I am ſure my ſelf with many others, 
can by experience witneſs it, and ſet our 
ſeals to it, ſince We you it, and were 
aſſured  & TER 1 
And now few the time that theſe thine 

were firſt made known to me; and 1 com- 
manded to. delare it to the world, it was 


with much oppoſition, and with ſo little 


outward freedom, that I was forced to ap- 
pear-in the clouds, and ſpeak - ſomething 

darkly, and under parables, I abiding at 
that time in e 8 a 2 
5 whoſe 
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whoſe ſpirits were not able to dest the 
ſound of the truth, they being ignorant of 
it, and ſo enemies to it; and which the 
laws of the times were then againſt, and 
moſt mens judgements and opinions contra- 
ry to it, and men more ready to perſecute 
it, then otherways, as they have ever been. 
And I having not my freedom to ſpeak, 
fell a writing; which things were printed, 
and brought forth to publick view, in a 
Book entitled, Divine Teachings; which 
3 Miniſters and Paſtors of Churches 
iv! reabouts, did ſtraightway le, 
— that which was — — W 
judgements, doctrine and practice; whoſe. 
names are as follows, Lancaſter, Powel, 
Harriſon; Pendervice, Wells; Hughes, and- 
Burgeſs, who were then in Berkſhire; with- 
Oſberne, Woolly, Glyn, and many others 
in Oxfordſhire; who cryed down all for 
hereſy and blaſphemy therein contained, 
without naming any particulars, ſaying it 
was a dangerous principle which it — 
tended unto, that if it were 3 
would overthrow all (Mens) Reli 
whereupon ſeveral diſputes were oc | 
between me and the ſaid Miniſters ; "they 
all fill endeavouring to confute me, or 
bring me to a recantation of theſe things 
revealed in me, and declared by me, which 
they counted erroneous and blaſphemous; 
and of which if I would have recanted, pre- 
ferment by ſome Was proffered me; but 
* was one within me which reſiſted, 
Pc: and 


— 


2 0s IP. 
and faid, Get thee behind me Satan, I will 
none of it: neither is it Herod with all the 
chief of the Prieſts and Scribes of the peo- 
ple that he had gathered together, that 
can deſtroy t ld Jeſus after once he is 
born; nor ee all their ſubtilty, 
deſtroy that which was born in me, or 
dring me to a recantation of what I had de- 
Clared, that I immediately depart out of 
1 theſe coafts,and ſaw much of God in it; for I 
1 went ſtrait abroad publiſhing the ſaid things 
1 _ with boldneſs, bath i in writing and ſpeak- 
ing, in ſeveral Countries Where I was de- 
fired to come. And there living in that 
Country of Berk ſhire, where I firſt began to 
- publiſh theſe:things, a man of eminency in 
the world, whom the Prieſts knew to be 
- zealous for them and their ways, and they 
having not prevailed with me to write a 
recantation of thoſe things I held, they 
. then prevailed with him to join with them 
in buying up as many as they could get 
of the aforeſaid. Books, (intitled, Divine 
Teachings) in which thoſe things were 
1 that they might ſpread no farther 
. amongſt the people; or which Books they 
bought to the value of about ten pounds 
worth, having no other way to ſtop them, 
and which tlie Prieſts would have had him 
to havr burned; but h&was wiſer then ſo; 
and ſaid, that he would rather keep them 
for waſte paper, and did not know but that 
cey might yield him his money again, if 
: A. ere Wen after come in W . 
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but however, theſe Books are again re- 
pftinted, and the things therein. ſall main- 
rained by me, being the ſame in me. 
Thus we ſee how ſome men, out of 
zeal to their own opinions, and others for 
lucre of gain, not yet knowing the truth, *© 
will endeavour to. hinder the ſpreading of 
truth, and ſo through ignorance and blind 
" zeal, will turn perſecutors of Chriſt, his 
Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof. 
This Kingdom of Chriſt, and all things. 
therein, as love, joy, peace, life, light, | 
heaven, and ſalvation in Chriſt alone, I ever 
fince I knew it, and taſted of it, have not 
ceaſed to write of, publiſh and declare in 
ſeveral Countries, both in publick and 
private, from houſe to houſe, in their 
Churches, Streets and Market-places, where 
the Lord hath been pleaſed to carry me, 
and where people deſired me to come, 
and. were aſſembled together to hear me, 
I never deſiring to be chargeable to any, to 
hinder any from coming into the King- 
dom of the Lord, which is a free Kingdom; 
neither would I ever yield to take any out- 
ward maintenance from any upon that ac- 
count of preaching, for that was but Anti- 
chriſt's hire, in Antichriſt's Kingdom which, 
moſt men yet have appeared to live in, nay, | 
the pureſt Churches of Independents and 
Anabaptiſts, as well Prelates and Preſpyte- 
_  rians, Which though they have not all took N 
tythes, they have took money or monies 
worth; and ſo cannot ſay, as Paul 1 | 
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3 3 | 
have coveted no mans gold, filver, or apparel : 
Wich is all but Annichritt's pay, in Anti, 
chriſt's Kingdom, to Antichriſt's fervants, 
Whoſe ſervants all are that preach for gai 


or hire, and riot for pure love to C riſt 


and all people : and Chriſt faith of the, 
hirelings, that' they are but Thieves and, 
Robbers, and fly when he that is free. 

cometh; and this would quickly be mani» 
| feſt, were but tythes and the Prieſts hire 


put down, and every one have freedom to- 


thoſe Preachers that were ſent from Oxford 


and Cambridge, would quickly fly from, 
you, leave you, and preach no more to, 


ou, and yet you od have more Preach- 


ers then are now; for then every on e that, 5 


had received any thing of God, would free- 
ly declare it; and this would be accordi 


to the Goſpel rule, Which faith, Ihen ben 


art converted, ſtrengthen thy brother; and, 


hs 


ddminiſter ane 10 another; and not one to for- 
bid another : for let one that preaches freely, 


come into the Church or pariſh of him 
that preaches for hire, and the hireling will, 


will prefently torbid the freeman ; faying,, 


this 1s my houſe and my Pariſh (or Foxes, 


hole) vou ſhall not preach here: and though , 
the men of the Pariſh (to wit, the Maſter), 
would have him yet the ſervant forbids, 


him: And doth not the ſervant here ex- 


&s every man bath reteivedu he gift, ſo let them; - 


halt himſelf above the Maſter, the Prieſky 
above the people but ſurely be that ex- 
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7 1 391] 
alts himſelf ſhall be brought low, and he that 
Bumbles himſelf ſhall be exalted; and it is 
enough that the fervant be as his Maſter, 
and not above his Maſter, though it hach 
been fo hitherto. between the people and 
their Miniſters. What is the Church but 
the Town-houſe, in which the Prieſt, the 


Town-ſervant, is to do the Towns-work, 1 
for which he receives the Towns wages? 


And what if the Maſter be willing that the 
ſervant ſhould ſir ſtill, and ſet another to 
do his work, notwithſtanding ..the. ſervant 
fhall ſtill have his wages? O but here is a 
flaviſh fear in the ſervant, that if another 
ſhould do his work better then him, it 
would be to his diſgrace; and more then 
that if the maſter ſhould once find that he 
could have his work done freely, he would 
then hire no more; and what would then 
become of the hireling ? he muſt pack up 
and be gone: ſo ſaith Chriſt, The hireling 
flyeth, becauſe be is an bireling, and careth/ 
not for the ſheep. I am the good Shepherd. 
(faith he) and know my ſheep, and am known. 
of mine: And ſure Chriſt never preached. 
for hire, nor any that ever he ſent, that 
ever I read of in Scripture : then thoſe: that, 
do, were never ſent by him, but by his ene-, 
my the Devil, or Man of Sin, to keep up 
4 Kingdom contrary to his: and it is very, 
likely, that the Man of Sin is their Maſter 
that ſent them, becauſe they ſo much preach 
up ſin unpardone ], which is the kceping 
up of his Kingdom in which they live, and 
r wichout 
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without which they could not "Ip as to 
keep up that trade of buying and ſelling 
- = the Word of God: for they live by telling 
__-+ the'people of their ſins, and ſome people 
love to have it fo, who live in the ſame 
8 | Kingdom with them, and that love to pay 
| mem. 

WH: © Put in the Kingdom of Chriſt, which. i is 

- afree Kingdom, there is no ſuch thing; 
there is no fin unpardoned, therefore no tel- 
ling the people ſo, neither do the people 
there love to have it ſo: but there is all 
iin pardoned for all men, paſt, preſent, 
and to come; «and thoſe that are ſent by 

Chriſt and that hve in that Kingdom, come 
wich that meſſuage in their mouths, That 
all fin is pardoned, and all men forgiven, 

iin and whnd greſſion finiſhed, and everlaſting 

Righteouſnes | brought in by Chriſt alone; 
and this is my meſſuage which I have to all 
the world, and which I am to deliver free- 
ly, and for which thoſe that have not the 
fame meſſuage to deliver, do hate me, and 

perſecute me: but J paſſed them all by, 
and would not be partaker of their ſins; 
and he that hath kept me hitherto, keeps 
me ſtill, that I may not do Antichriſt's 

work, neither receive Antichriſt's wages, 
or live by the ſins of the people, as ſome 
others go; 

But ſome may ſay, Did you never-re- 
ceive any money for preaching ? I anſwer, 
I never received any that ever I put in my 
own | rad 50 FOO where there was money ap- 
24 
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pointed for preaching, | and no Prieſt chere "= 


I muſt diſpoſe of i it, or others whom 1 it con- 


cerned not, muſt put in their own purſes, 


I gave order that the poor of each Parifh 


might have it, as will bg — in ſeveral 
places: and therefote can ſay with Paul, 1 
bave covered no mans. filver, or gold, or -. 
parel : yet of this will I not glory, but I wWilI 
ory in the Lord, who hath ſo far kep tm | 
in Antichriſt's King- 
dom, that he will rather make all my ways 
appear more for the abominating and throw- 
ing down of all ſuch Avtkkritae ways of 


: 


om being a hireling 


maintenance, then for the ſetting of it 4 
for uhich the Prieſts; and all Improprietc 
with all thatlive-in that and the like 


. knew me; oils hadbeard): 8 


me, could never abide me; but always per- 
Pe me, ſought for my impriſonmeg, 


White was thus carried forth in contend- 
for the truh, yet was Ii ſtill ready to 


ing 
ſpend and be ſpent for the good of all peg- 
ple, even my enemies; and was more ready 


to then receive, according $0 1 
ty, and ſo ſtill at peace in my ſelf, 


rough 
all things wich Chriſt in God, -thas. ever | 


undertook, ee dumb him, 4 
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nt or ſilencing, and alſo my life. 


Fo = — an F 
b * &* " ” * 
„ * 8 2 
3 3 o . * 4 . * a | 4 — . ; 
oo g 5 
rn p 4 


_— 
| aw. — 


x 
: - 
% 
_ — — — — — — 2 — N 
— I 2 ˙˖r— , ‚ .. * — : = - — = — 4 — — — S A — — 
CEN * — — Y(—ͤ— — — 3 — — — 4 
A : CET SI . - — — — >. . 
- - — — - —— —— — — 2 — — = 9 - * 
3 = ERS — ͤ— — : — 3 = — ” 6 
2 56>. "<3 "_ — wy — he ” \ - ＋ - 63 hs — ” 2 * * 
1 . £ = — —ñ— — 
— 


T4 DR 
ED WAIT —— 


- 1 


r. .. St 
— —e— "A 
_ 1 
. 


— — - 
* 23 o Fe 


1 
*i 
x 
| l 
1 42 
$1: 
V4 
541 
: - 


BY; 3 IA * 91 4 
. 3 1 SZ F : ; 
> But * 3 C4 « * Pe Z 1 * FEES: ö PE 2 Ss — 
o 


| The Author's further ng b 
es with men in all conditions, under their 
= ſeveral Forms and Adminiſtrations : - That 
bi Doctrine never tended to dra men 10 
A 4% Opinion uader an, tne Form of Warſoip x | 
Fut 1% Preſs: forward to the life 'of God in 
Cr, above bie in boris Religion. and 
. Vanities of the World; that to live in Uni- 


> 0 Peace, and Love with all men, having” 


Y Peace K 3s che pare Wee } ab 
i.4 td - ee 4 n MiB: 10:34 

1 ND mind ade of; my Sutter 
dealings in Judgement and Dittine 


ib en nd bee under their ſe- 


veral Forms, Adminiſtrations or Diſpenſa- 
tions, was ſtill a preſſing 
after Chriſt, 1 knowledge of the truth 


any where, or endeavouring to draw men 


us it is in Jeſus, and not a ſtaying. of men 


of them forwards 


to any Form, Way, Worſhip ot Opinion - 


from Chriſt ; neither to raiſe againſt any 


man of any opinion whatſoever, but 40 


ſpeak the truth to all, ſhewing what all 
thoſe opinions of . men are, und what, and 
where they themſelves are,; while under 
them; and how tliey are to forſake all, and 


follow Chriſt; be they. Prelates, Preſbyte- > 


rians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, or what- 


ſoever opinion * . be ene, out by 
e man 
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and they are to paſs them all by, as by fo! 


many harlots houſes, ſtanding by the Ways 
* fide, by which poor ſouls are to pals, before: 

they come to their reſt; and into Which, 
as into ſo many Ale houſes or Taverns, 


many chouſand of poor fouls are allured and 


drown aer 0 et, and to ink, ate 
- n b 

neglectin *＋ rney to aan or 
and Hire, or ſome time, 
they take up their reſt, that many paſs by 
them, and get into heaven before them, 
while they are feaſting with harlots, the 
daughters of the great Whore chat firs up- 


an many waters on the mountains of: mens. 


holineſs, cating bread, and drinking wine, 1 
until the come to feaſt: with them 
there, and by aftron 


hand overcome them, 
— 4 or bring hen them forth, and; 


{lead them on crying 1 m 


—- as ſome. Fear, + before, look in 


upon them, and behold their devotion.z but 


not go into them, leſt they ſhould be de- 
voured by them: For their houſe is the way 
_ to hell; going down to the of deaths 
Thereſore let not your hearts be inclined to 
their ways, go not aſtray, in their paths, 
[eſt you ſhould — by then: 
But fay, friends, come away, this is not 
your reit, ariſe, depart, for it is polluted, 
and if you ſtay, it will deſtroy you with a 
. W dut 
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—_ Ohriſt Jeſus; »where you willit 
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5 Bring fen r, vou gf 1 d Ang, * | 
_ DeviÞwill come: and take you; make you 
drunk und there cauſe you to ſtay, and 
ſo mate yon become Devils wich him, or 
them, to accuſe and perſecute, eat, devout 
and condemn one another, or all that como 
net into you and be the ſame with you in 
1 . Therefore I adviſe you not 
e pr no rm your minds, 
affections upon any thing below 
Curt. in che way you are to goto Chriſt y 
but ſtill in all this e been 
(as you call it) to me forwards to the mark, 
for the price of che high calling of God in 
nreſt, be 
* pencb, and be ſutised, and where you 
wilt na more accuſe, perſecute, judge, des! 
_ vour and vondemn one another; as you do 
bur aer will be reconcited in love, 
one to another, ancꝭ to all men cho your: 
greateſt enemies +85 Teo mot; 61 


| DS Gl 
And this is the advice that I gi give to all 
men, in all that I'fay unto hon as 
forwards to the knowletige of che tru a8 
it is in Jeſus; and do not go about to ſer 
up any thing below the Lor Jeſus, nor to 
draw: men * any opinion of ehings belides 
him; but to ſhewthem dene and nds 
 thinpneſe of all che ways and opinions of 
men below him, declaring what they are 
in themſelves, and their places, ſnewing 
that they are but notions, and ſo mens in- 
ventions; ſhadows, dying vanities) tortment« j 


— A + _ eee and | 


come 


6 


come to an end with the uſing, after the 
_ commandments and doctrines of men yet 
never declared 
bid anꝝ of them, that ſaw their life in them. 
but bid all to wait till their chan 


deen 
and not to go forth by their own 5 


or awake their beloved before his tobe, n 
he ſhall come with a ſtrong hand, and lead 
them forth, and ſo place them in their own. 

land, as himſelf: And now having thewed 
them the vanity of all thoſe kn I them: 


ſet before them the love of God in Chriſt. 


Jeſus, with exbortations to love one ano. 
ther, as a ſure teſtimony e | 
; for the which I have been hated-and 
— by ſome men of all opinions 
and religions whatſoever in the world whe- 
— hs 3 e Inde · 
ndents, apt anters, uskers, 

| — whatſoever . 
though I love them all, and am with them 


over them, that they ſee me not, neither 


know me, that is, they ſee not my life, 
being not yet reconciled to it: yet When 


this cloud ſhall. be taken away from 
all, and the Sun of Rightecuſneſs riſen in 


all, then ſhall they ſee both me and one 


another, and have joy in each other, and 
be at peace with all men, as being all bre- 


thren 2 one family, ſons of ont Father, 


heirs of one Kingdom, and e themſelves 

and all men dwelling pats N 

an heaven. * + oy. i $071 on 
1431 I | 
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againſt them, M as to for- 


of their love to 
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all, 9393 all with me, but a cloud is 
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ef one mind in the Lord) their young.” ones 


Hall the. down together (all men ſhall bring 
E . 


t 46 J, ] 


| And this is pure Religion,” the new Je 
ruſalem, the Kingdom of the Lord, and 
end of their journey; here be wolf ſpall 
depelb with the lanib (chat is, the wicked with = 
en inons meet and 
agree in one union and fellowſhip-in the 
Lore 22 leopard alt li& 
down 40ith.the kid, aud the calf, aud 2 | 


the godl y, Or men of all opinons 


Von, and the failings together,” amd liri 
chili (to wit Chriſt) 

cow. and the bear (ball. Feed (or all men who 
have been of different judgements, ſhall be 


their ſeed unto God) aud the yon 


wildeſt of creatures, the perſecuting, and 


qudthe- ſucking child ſball play onthe hole - of 


the aſp, and the. 4vcaned © child ſball put bis 


_ hand-on the cockitrice den (ot he chat is fuck= 
ing at the breaſt of his own Religion, and 

ſhall not envy another) for the earth b ỹ be 
Full of the knowlalge of the Lord,. as the wo- 


tens cover the ſea: that is, God will ſo mani» = 
feſ himſelf, that all men and creatures ſhall 
be din union togethet, love one another, 


ſhould do unto them: this is the law and the 
Prophets ; and this is the Kingdom of the 


Lord, and bigh calling of God, which all 


. - 


ate come in do it, and is no- more nor ns 


leſs 
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ent firme like the or (or God will tame the 


moſt devouring of men, or of things in 
men, that all ſhall be alike in knowledge) 


- ” 
ing " 


* 


| 


leſs : Dram ts | 

that which 1 received. of the Lord; _ 

not that I Ricnazp Corein, as a creat 

could at any time give to another What 
* ſelt have 3 


hr, or do for another what al 


Lord hat for me in that caſe, but 


only ab. what 1. have 0 of th cad 


Lord, and am taught by 
What che Lord may do for others, when 
the time appointed of the F, Zather | 
come; forhe that gives to me, as a creature, 
muſt give to them as creatures; and he 
that taught me, 2 . teach them, if ever 
they be taught the truth; therefore ceaſe 
From man, whoſe breath is 10 his noſtrils, for 
wherein, is be ta be accounted Fand eye 
him the Lord Jeſus, or that anointing wich- 
in you, ho is the ſalvation, of a ets 
and whom. vou are ta. hear in 
for all others beſides. him, that 7 1 f 
Teachers of the people, are but f 


ers, and Seducers, accor 
ture, but the Lord alone, or this andinting 
in us is our only Teacher; and men in 
Ipeak ing one to another, can do no more, 
as they are men, but tell one another whar 
the Lord hath done for them; as the Pro- 

p! het DR ES. 23 96 T willed. 0 
Pee what the ath done ſor 

and, what we have ſeen, i ; 
thre unto you, faith Paul, which declarations 
of men may conform each other in ſome- 


ng which * before have had tae 
4 8 
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or teach another whar 
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and heard, we de- 
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Fiche experience of in men ktvie, che Led 
Vorking with it, thotigh they did not 46 
know it as to utter it, which when it is de. 
clared to them, they may then ſet their ſeals 
2 wo as truth to them, there being in them 
1 & ſpir! witneffing to the ſame things, 
ich im es chem be eve it; For be thet 


in 
um that hears, as is in him that ſpeaks, 
10 cannot believe, or ſet ſeal to the truth 
r is ſp ken, an any further tien it 
"thei Jpirits or opinions, but will 
Aber gerecht te it to the: death, and alſo 
Then chat hall declare it, as they have 
done to Chriſt, the Apoſtles,” and others 
3 chat from thence and from ſuch: uy 


&£} I 1 4 42. — 


ro dl oh having bug vader tai, $6 


__ unto you m V proceedings hitherto, 


Pot of my Hife 20 doctrine delivered” to 
_—_— —_ go. _— e >ſer 

re you a or m ecution 
e oc e. Wirceter, Orford. ang 
t Glouceſter, as of th Things confiderable, 
from the firſt beginning to the end, as 4 
further teſtimo = to the truth: And firſt 
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CHAP. vI. 

Fe Miniſers malicious proceediugs againſt 
the Author m Worceſterſhire, to bring 
him to a tryal : His examination before 

' ſeveral Fuſtices and Miniſters, and his be- 


ing bound over to Worceſter Afſjzes ; bow, 
and for what, by 


H E firſt proceedings of the Miniſters 
againſt me, to bring me to a tryal at 
Worceſter, was from my preaching at Em- 
load in Worceſterſhire, where I was deſired 
by ſome of the Eminenteſt men of that 
Pariſh to come, and there to preach, where - 
I continued for the ſpace of four days, de- 
Claring the things which T had ſeen and 
heard of the Lord, beth in publick and 
private, with the deſire of the people, and 
the conſent of the ſaid Minifter of that 
place: But the ſaid Miniſter finding the 
people fo much adhering to what I deſiver- 
ed, and believing in it more then in what 
he himſelf uſually delivered amongſt them, 
he began to be wrath, and was troubled ; 
and fearing that he ſhould loſe his flock, or 
at leaſt the benefit he received. of them, he 
ſent and cauſed a diſpute, or at leaſt a vain 
Jangling to be between ſome certain Mini- 
ſters of that Country and my ſelf, while I 
was there; ſome of whoſe names are as fol- 
Jows, Eaſon of Brasford, Collier of Blockly, 
5 5 , H | , Nevil, 


* . 


| [ 50] Ws 
- Nevil, and others, as Miniſters of the peo · 
ple in their ſeveral Pariſhes, but no grace 
could they miniſter to the hearers, there- 
fore cannot be ſaid in truth to be Miniſters 
| of. Chriſt but of Antichriſt, . as appeared by 
what they declared to the people as alſo by 
their practice, for they endeavoured to prove 
the Law under that adminiſtration of Moſes, 
to be ſtil] in force, and that man by keep- 
ing of it, and doing the works thereof, 
ſhould be ſaved by it, and there would be 


8 | 
ſhould 


x Ct] 
had me forth of the Church (that godly 
place) they would knock me on the head 
or tread me underfoot: but I remained ſtil 
ſpeaking to the people, in which time they 
in this rage. went to Nevil's houſe, the 
Miniſter 4 that Town, and there contaked 
what they might do to prevent my comin 


again into that Country; even as the Prieſts 
and Elders in the time of the A poſt les did 


confult together what they might do untq 
Peter and John, to prevent the ſpreading 
of their doctrine among the people, whom 


they threatned and commanded, that they 


| ſhould ſpeak no more in the name of Jeſus; 
So thoſe Prieſts and Elders with whom 
had to do, did in their conſultation agree 


ro get a warrant from ſome Juſtice of Peace 


of that County againſt me, and in it ta 


charge me with ' blaſphemy and alfa 


threatned me with it, making it as publick- 
ly known as they could to fright me, though 
they knew not what blaſphemy was neither 
with what to charge me: but I hearing of 
it, and being willing 1 to anſwer to any thin 

that | had 1 poke or done, came to the fa 
Town, where J underſtood the warrant 
| was; ; and L abiding at a friends houſe, ſent 
to the faid Miniſter of the fame Town, to 
come and produce his warrant, which he 
reported he had againſt me ; for 4 was not 
aſhamed to anſwer to any thing that they 
mould lay to my charge: But before he 
came unto me, he went to the reſt of the 
fqid Miniſters of that Country, ts acquaint 


| H 3 ef 


— — 


{ 
[| 


"I 
= 
1 
» x 1 
1 
. 
1 
1 

A 
Al 


| [52} 
them with | it, and to confer what they might 
do in it, I being come to Town, and they 
unſatisfied for the preſent what to have 
againſt me, But I willing to ſee the utmoſt 
of it, and it being ſo appointed by God, 
3 | that I ſhould, I carried their all night, and 
. tte next morning came Nevil with the Of- 
1 icer, and ſerved the warrant upon me; 
which was, that I ſhould appear before the 
next Juſtice of Peace for that County, to 
©; anſwer for ſpeaking of blaſphemy, but my 
ccuſers being not yet provided with things 
againſt me, they reported, as I was informed, 
that if I would forbear preaching after that 
manner, they would then forbear to trouble 
me; of which I took no notice, but was 
willing they ſhould proceed in the buſineſs, 
1 being thereunto encouraged by the Lord: ; 
then they to have time to provide them- 
ſelves, ordered thatno Juſtice ſhould meddle 
with it till we came to Worceſter, which 
was from thence above twenty miles 
whither l, with many friends I had in the 
ſame Town, then went; and there tarried 
till the next day before any accuſer came, 
or that any could be found againſt me; then 
to examine me they had called ſeveral 
an and many of the Clergy; and 
| having nothing at preſent againſt me, they 
examined upon a paper of Interrogatories, 
1 ſent in by the Prieſts my accuſers; which 
7 was, Whether I did not ſay ſuch things as 
they would accuſe me of; they thereby en- 
4 '  deayouringto carch ſomething | from my ona, 
mou 
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mouth at that time to accuſe, having ſet 
| ſeveral Watchmen over me (to wit Clergy- 
men) for that purpoſe; but having nothing 
from thence againſt me, then Nevil, who 


before ſerved the warrant upon me, ſwore, 


that I ſhould ſay, That they were evil An- 
gels (meaning the Miniſters, ſaid he) that 
brought the tidings of damnation, and ſuch 
ought not to be heard: But they knowing 
themſelves to be ſuch that did declare fuch 


things of terror to the people, and I ſo dif- 


covering of them, their malice was ſo great 
towards me that they would then have im- 
priſoned me for ſo ſaying, and from the 


teſtimony of one man, my accuſer ; but 


upon farther conſideration thereof, fearing 
they ſhould do no mare then they could 


anſwer, they paſſed that by, and bound me 
over to the Aſſizes, which was within four 


days after, there to anſwer to that, and what 


more they in the mean time could get wit- 


neſſes to ſwear z who alſo had appointed 
and imployed other Miniſters of their tribe 
in that County, to examine before ſome 
Juſtices, ſeveral perſons that had formerly 
been hearers of me, to ſee. what more they 


could get againſt me from thence, but could 
not by chem get any thing. Then the nexc 


Sabbath afrer my return from my examina- 


tion at Worceſter, and two days before 
the Aſſizes, I came again to Emload, the 


Touvn from whence I was accuſed; and I 
there being «fired, ſpoke ſomething among 
the e chat wi z then at night, 1, with 
5; ; other 


[54] 
ether friends, met together at one Thomas 
Rooks, in the fame Town, where we diſ- 
courſed upon the Scriptures ; in which time 
came in ſome malicious perſons, as ſpies ſent 
(as wasſuppoſed) by the ſad Miniſter of the - 
place; who there propounded to me ſome 
queſtions, pretending. for ſatisfaction. and 
to be informed in their judgements i but it 


appeared they to came catch ſomething from 


me to witneſs againſt me at the Aſſizes, when 
they brought ſuch things againſt me as (they 
ſaid) Tat pay time ſpoke in private to them. 
And thus you may ſee of the wicked plots 
and devices of wicked men, to maintain 
their corrupt and ſelf- intereſts, and to keep 
up a rotten Kingdom that is petiſhing and 


decaying: Who further Ne againfe 
me as follows, 


4 4 „ 
* _ — . 
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CHAP. VI. 


'Of his tryal at Worceſter Achtes, 18 the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Baron Wilde: The par- 
ticular accuſations Doin bim; and hi: 


anſwers to them, with ibe proceeding 178 hy 
Court, and bow. | 


Uros the 23d. oy of March, —.—.— 
ed at Worceſter, at the general Aſ- 
ſizes there holden for that County; where 
Ralph Nevil, of Emload, and Giles Col- 
lier of Blockly, Miniſters of the ſaid places 
in 05 ſame County, preferred a Bill of In; 

3 


(55) 


ditment azainſt me to the Grand: Jury, fot 


blaſphemy (as they (aid) who'ſo found it, 
and returned it into the Court, where my 
Lord Chief Baron Wilde fat as Judge of 

that Aſſize; before whom I then was called; 
and there made my appearance: then the 
Petiy-Jury, and the Witneſſes to the Bill 
being called, the Bill of Indict ment was read 


in the Court; the particulars whercof are 
as follows, 


3 
PIG —— a 


RO PIERS 


The Charge in the [ndictment?. 


FI R 8 7, that I ſhould ſay, That they were 
| evil Angels (meaning the Miniſters who 
preach the Goſpel of Chrift) that told people 


of damnation, and that ſuch ought not to be 
beard or believed, | 


ſaved. 
Thirdly, That thoſe that Beard me were all 
in heaven, and in glory. 


Fourthly, 7 bat God Was as much in ibem 


us in Chriſt. 
Fifthly, That the Day of Judgement was 


begun 160 gears ago. 


Srxthly, That there was no general Day of 


Fug ement. 


Seventhly, That thee" was no beaven but in 
man. 


a bell, to bim there was a bell; but be that 


40 | | 5 Songs 


Secondly, That all men whatſoever ſoould be 


Eighthly, That he that thought th-re was 


1761 


| thought there wr ly to bink there way 
5 Ball. 10 


Abd es the Indiment was eur} my 
accuſers and the' witneſſes to the Bill were 
ſworn, whoſe names are as followeth, Ralph 
Nevil of Emload, and Giles Collier of 
Blockly, accuſers; William Petty, William 
Fletcher, and John Froobury of Emload, 
witneſſes, three in number, which was one 
more then Chriſt had; but never a couple 
of them ſwore one thing, but differed from 
each other in their Evidence, and who could 
hardly pronounce their words plain: but 


ing, what the pleaſure of my accuſers was 


peared) to ſwear any thing to accompliſh 
their own ends, two of them being ſons. to 
one that rented the Glebe-land of Nevil, 
one of the accuſers, for whom they ſwore ; 
and the other the Clerk's ſon of the ſame 


to my anſwer, and began with theſe Propoli- 
tions, as follows: 


My Lord, 1 defire your Lordſhip that 


you will be pleaſed to grant me theſe few 
. {ae 


of the ſame diſcovery of God that 1 am, 
may therefore make it appear before thrs 
honcurable Court, that they have taken the , 


 Heacki of the . 


7 Second 1. 


what they did ſwear, they had a0 in writ- 


to give them: and who were ready (as ap- 


Town. But this being done, 1 was called 


Firſt, T hat my. via. rg not — 


Engagement, elſe 8 are nr 1 10 have he | 


| 


57 ] 

Secondly,. That no man whatſoever may 
be ſuffered to ſpeak any thing againſt, till 
they are ſworn before this honourable Court 
and my Face, | 

Thirdly, That thoſe witneſſes which are 
here ready to teſtify in my behalf, may be 
alſo heard, and theſe Certificates which are 
here brought after me by ſeveral, men, with 


| ſeveral mens names to them, may be alſo 


reed. 

f Fourthly, That 1 may have time and 
liberty given me to anſwer fully to every 
particular that may at this time be laid to 


my charge; and having a fair tryal, I ſhall 


be thankful to your Lordſhip; all which 
particulars being granted, the Court proceed 
ed. 

But before I came to anſwer their Indick- 
ment, my acculers preſented to the Judge 


a book, with my name to it, intitled, Mans 


Righteouſneſ Examined ; which book the 


Judge aſked me if I would own, I anſwered, 


that unleſs I heard it read, I knew not that it 


was mine. Then ſaid he, Here is your name 
to it. I anſwered again, that another might 


write a book with that title: but if your | 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed to cauſe the book 


to be. read that- P hear it, I will tell 
you whether it be mine or no; who then 
read part of it himſelf, where he thought 
fit, and where my accuſers directed him. 


All which 1 anſwered, and owned to "wo 


mine, as it was read, Then ſaid the Judge, 
+408 * makes more 22 hay then againſt 
© * him ; 


7 
him; for you accuſe him for denying 
heaven and hell, when he acknowledges 
both in his book; which book the judge 
Put in his pocket, and ſo came to the In- 
dictment; to which my anſwer was more 

large then you will have here 
Ihe firſt particular charged i in the Indict- 
ment and the anſwer to it was: 


: Firſt, That I ſhould ſay, That 105 were all 
evil Angels ; meaning the Miniſters who 
preach the Goſpel of Chriſt (ſaid they) 

hat told the people of damnation, and 
5 that ſuch agDI Rf to be beardor believed, 


"Anſev. My 18 there are two admini- 
ſtrations in manifeſtation: one of the Law, 
and another of the Goſpel : Firſt, That of 
the Law is a miniſtration of wrath, death, 
the curſe, hell and condemnation, becauſe 
under it ſin appears to men unpardoned. 
Secondly, That of the Goſpel is a miniſtra- 

tion of love, joy, peace, life, light, heaven 
and ſalvation; for under that fin appeared 
to men pardoned. And thoſe, of who 
from Chriſt preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, as 
Paul did, bring tidings of good things, when 
they preach. the love of God in Chriſt to all 
people, that they appear to. be good meſ- 
ſengers, and ſo good Angels, ſent of God; 
and ſuch ought to be heard and believed, as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
: -\them that preach the Goſpel of peace, and bring 
4 0 ge of good things ? tut . we 
or 


* 
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or an Angel from heaven preach any other Gaſs 
pel unto you then that which we have preached, 


let him be accurſed (ſaith Paul) And you, faith 


he, to the Galatians, received me as an Angel 
of God, even as Chriſt Jeſus, when Ipreached 
- unto you the Goſpel of Chriſt freely; when the 
other who preach up ſin unpardoned to any 
people after the coming of Chriſt, 'whoſe 
coming is to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and 
overcome all fin for all people, are not 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, but of the Law, 
and ſo bring not tidings of good things, but 
of evil things; wherefore they appear to be 


evil meſſengers, and ſo evil angels, reſerved 


under chains of darkneſs ſo long; and ſuch 
men and doctrines ought not to be heard or 
believed, who believe not themſelves : But 
bear and believe in me (faith Chriſt) for you 


Hall he all taught of me: and, Him ſhall you 


in all things, Laith Moſes. 


And ſo much of the anſwer to the firſt | 


Article, to prove them evil angels, (even 
as devils) who preach up ſin unpardoned, 
and hold forth damnation belonging to any 
people any longer then while they believe 
not: and therefore I affirm, that ſuch ought 
not to be heard or believed, who themſelves 
believe not this to be true, 


be ſaved, 


Af. God kat declared in Serigtbre | 


both 22 the mouth of the Prophets and 
e |  Apoſttes 


Secondly, That all men lohn my 


*%% 


: — 
60 J | 

Apoſtles the ſalvation of all men, without 
reſpect of perſons; who ſaith, He will 
have all men tobe ſaved, and to. come unto 
the knowledge of the truth; and, There is one 
Mediator between. God and men, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
to be teſhified in due time: And doth God will 
and defire the ſalvation of all men? Then 
may we ſay, Lord, who bath reſiſted thy will? 
let thy will be done; as hath been our daily 
prayer unto him; and Paul ſaith, That as 


one man death and damnation came 10 all, ſo 


by gue life and ſalvation came to all; elſe Chriſt 
Were not ſufficient to ſave all that Adam loſt, 
and to bring again all that was driven away: 
and it- is no where ſaid, that all men ſhall 
never be ſaved, and come to the krowledge 
of the truth; but it is (aid, that in due 
time all men ſhall be ſaved ; and Paul was 
ſent to preach this Goſpel to the world, and 
to ſinners, yea all men whatſoever; and he 


faith, That God hath concluded them all under 


fin and unbelief, that he might have mercy 
bon all, ee ee 3 
And now, f any mai fin, be hath an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Feſus Chrift,. the 
righteous, who is a propitiation not only for 
our - fins (or the Tins of a few, to wit, A- 
Poſtles and Saints) Ft alſo for the ſins of the 
whole world; and hath made full ſatisfaction 
for all, paid the debts of all, yea, all men 
paſt, preſent and to come; and that dam- 
nation to any creature is no longer but fer 
that time wherein they believe not this to 
„ 001 otra gy hs 5 


=. * 
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be done, as by experience I can teſtiſy; for 
he that believes not is condemned already; and 
a man may be an unbeliever one day, and 
a believer another; therefore damned one 
day, and ſaved another: And that which _ 
all men are to be ſaved from, and in due 
time ſhall be made manifeſt to them, is death 
and hell, in which abides the Devil, Sin and 
Damnation, all which ſhall be caſt into the 
lake of fire, there to be ended, that no more 
all riſe up in Judgement againſt them, to 
accuſe and condemn them: and God cannot, 
neither will, he loſe any thing that is of him» 
ſelf, or is himſelf, but the ſon of perdition, 
that damnable ſtate of unbelievers, together 
with all that is of the creature as found out 
by the creature, to wit, his own inventions, 
in that ſtate of fin and death; for Gad made 
man upright, juſt and good: and I dare 
not ſay, that any creature which God made 
ſhall go to any focal hell to be tormented; 
after he is departed out of this viſible being, 
becauſe the Scripture faith it not, but faith, 
That the body when it falls, goeth to the earth 
from whence it came, and the ſout to God 
that gave it: And it is molt certain, that 
God gave to every man his ſoul; therefore 
he will take every mans ſoul to himſelf again, 
becauſe it can live in no other but him; for 
every thing returns to its centre and ill. 
lives and remains the ſame in and with God, 
as at the firſt, who will caſt away none that 
comes to him, and are of him; but one God 
made'us all, and is a huſband to us all, and 
| we 
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we are his Spouſe, though we all know it 
not; For the maker is thy huſband, the Lord 


of hoſts is his name, the God of the whole earth 
ſhall be called; and though for the time of 


our rebellion againſt him, he may ſeem to 


us to hide his face from us (in our appre- 
benſions) yet with an everlaſting loving- 
kindneſs dach he ſtill love us, and will ſave 
us, and ſo cauſe us to behold his face again, 
to forget the ſhame of our youth, and the things 
that are behind, and remember the reproach of 
on -widew-hood no more: being now returned 
(in ᷑nowledge) to him who is our huſband 
and firſt love, with whom we ſhall live-for 
ever, world without end, therefore to ſay 
that all men whatſoever may be ſaved, 
though it appear not to them fo long as they 
all believe not, is no more then what the 
Scripture ſaith, And fo much of the an- 
ſwer to. the ſecond Article, that all men 
whatſoever ſhould: be ſaved. 

But my accuſers were troubled, and 
thought my anſwer too large, and the time 
too long that I had to plead; who told the 
Judge that my lungs were ſo ſtrong, that 
if he ſuffered me Natl to go on, I would 
never have done; but the Judge honeſtly. 
reproved them, ſaying, that he had heard 
them, and was now to hear me, who bid 
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Thirdly, 


? 
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Tuhirdly, That all that beard me were in +1 
© heaven and glory. e | 


Anſtw. The ſaints of God, which are the _— 
body of Chriſt, and members in particular, 4 
cannot be ſeparated from their head, which 
z is Chriſt, being all members of his body, 
of his fleſh, and of his bones, and Chriſt the 
head of every man being in heaven and ia 
glory with him; yea, in the ſame glory 
that Chriſt himſelf is in, though not yet re- 
vealed to them ; for ſaith Chriſt to his Fa- 
ther, Father glorify me with thy ſelf, with ihe 
glory 1 had with thee before the world was; 1 
and the glory thou baſt given me, I have given WM 
them, thai they may be one, even as we are | 1 
one, I in them, and thou in me, that they be ' 
made perfect in one: And the deſire of Chriſt TM 
then was, that he might be with him to be- 


= a 


hold his glory; | and, 0 rigbleous Father, | 4 
(aich he) T have declared unto them thy name, = 
and will declare it, that the love where with 1k 
thou haſt loved me may be in them, and I in © | i 
them; And Chriſt: and they being one an- = 
other, they cannot be parted one from an- - ©; i 
other, but where the one is, the other is A 
_ alſo; and Chriſt in raiſing up himſelf to NM 
heaven, raiſed up them with himſelf ;" for, | 
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' together with 'my dead body (or as my dead 
body) /tall they ariſe (faith Chriſt) and I, if 
Ide lifted up, will draw all men untome; and 
Paul faith, He hath: ra'ſed us up together, 
and made us fit together in heavenly places 
e . in 


— 


Ab fich the Scripture) fer en. 
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in Cbriſt Teſus ; and, Both be that ſan8ifieth, 


. and they who are ſanddified, are all of one (yea, 
of one God and Father) for which cauſe he is 
not aſhamed to call them brethren; and as 


they are all brethren, ſo they are alſo heirs, 
co- heirs, and joint-heirs with him in the 
ſame heaven and the glory of the Father, 


that Chriſt is heir in, though they yet know 


it not; and therefore all that is wanting in 
and to men, is only a manifeſtation and en- 
joy ment of this in themſelves, which in due 


time will be made manifeſt to them all, as 


the Lord Jeſus ſhall appear in them, and 
God by him be made e to them. | 


F ourthly, That God, ua as « much in them 


as in Chriſt, 


Anſw. That God . is the power, life, 


and light of all men, and that cannot be 


divided from, neither confined to any one 


man, is the ſame in all men, as he was in 
that one man, called Chriſt, born of the 
Virgin Mary, and crucißied at Jeruſalem, 
though he be not yet ſo fully manifeſted to 
ani in all men, as he was to and in him, he 
being the firſt born among many brethren, 
or the firſt appearance of human nature, 

in whom God did ſo fully and maniteſtly 
appear to be living, moving, acting, and 
bringing forth himſelf in the manifeſtation 


of his love in power, life, light and glory; 
yet that God is in all, and all are in him (as 


move, 
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move and have our being; and there is one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, 
through all, and in all, both in Jews, Gen- 
tiles, Heathens, Pagans, Turks, Infidels, 
or whatſoever elſe they may be called, and 
there is no difference, or reſpect of perſons 
with God, but in the manifeſtation of this 
to themſelves, which none can have till the 
Holy Ghoſt, even the Spirit of truth, 
comes upon them, as it did on him, and 
reveal it to them, as it did to him, which 
be hath promiſed,” that in due time ſhall 
come and bring all things to their remem= 

brance: and there is' no man but hath God 
Lin him, yea, the ſame God that Chriſt had, 
though not the ſame meaſure of knowledge 
and underſtanding, till Chriſt in them hath 
revealed it. And that the Gentiles might 
come to know this, Paul prays for them, 
that they might be ſtrengthened with all might 
in the inner man (that is, with all God) 6 
_ comprehend with all Saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth and heighth, and to 
know. the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth know- 
ledge, that they might be filied with all: the 
fulneſs of God, even as Chriſt was, to have 
in them the ſame mind, the ſame love, life 
and light, and ſo be filled with the ſame 
fulneſs of grace and glory, whereby they 
come unto a perfect man, unto the mea- 
ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
to know that as he was, ſo are we in 
this world; and therefore it ĩs no blaſphemy 
to ſay that God may be as much in them 


as 
K 


* 


+ aſcended and had led captivity captive, he 
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as in Chriſt (conſidered as a man) though 

it doth not yet appear ſo to them, as in 
due time it may a0 will When God ſhall 
be more revealed to them, and they more 
enjoy him in the manifeſtation, 


'Fifthly,/ That the dey of judgment e Was 
began fixteet bundred years * | 


Anſw. My Lord 1 to 8 
acceptation it was ſo; for ſaid Chriſt ; Now 
is, the Judgment of this world; now ſhall the 
Prince f | this world be caſt. out; and for 
Judgment am 1 come into this world (ſaid 
Chriſt) ght they which ſee not, might ſee; and 
that they which-ſee might be made blind; and 
this coming of Chriſt to Judgment, accor- 
ding to the Soripture, was above ſixteen 
hundred years paſt, and yet is continued 
to this day, though wall men are blind 
andi yet ſee it not, which ſome ſhall ſo long 
20 they have eyes of their own to ſee, and 
50 of their own to hear, till they ſee with 
the Lord's eye, and hear with the Lord's 
ear; and t Apoſtle alſo ſaid, that the 
time was then come, that Fudement muſt 
 begin-at the Houſe of God, even with righte- 
ous men, or men under any form of Religion, 
that had any thing of their own righteouſ- 
neſs to trult. 1 im belies Chriſt their righte- 
ouſneſs.*;, 1 
That this Gap. 4 Judgment did then 
begin, we find; for ſo ſoon as he was but 


ſent 


$13.5 
» ſent the holy. Ghoſt the Comforter, even 
the ſpirit of truth which ſhould convince 
the world of fin, of righteouſnels and of 
judgment; and ſo bring all things to mans 
remembrance, deſtroying all that is a lye 
b. man by the ſpirit of Judgment and of 
urning; when he ſhall appear to fit (in 
man his Temple) as a refiner and puriher 
of gold and ſilver, to purge out all drols, 
fin and corruption, and to make man a 
veſſel holding nothing but righteouſneſs, 
peace and joy, which work of judgment 
was then begun with ſome, coming on to 
others, and is not ended to this day with 
all, neither will, ſo long as fin, is in the 
world reigning in any creature, and till we 
ſee fin and, tranſgreſſion finiſhed in us, as 
no more to be imputed to us; we. ſee not 
an end of the day of Judgment with us, 
till we ſee Chriſt to have opened the priſon 
doors, broken all bonds, put all enemies 
under his feet, ſet us at liberty, and de- 
| hvered up the Kingdom to the Father, 
that God may beall in 51 N and ſo much for 4 
the day of Judgment, that it was began 
ſixteen hundred years ago, 8 to 
the Scriptures. 


1 


_— That re Wai 0 rr "Ml / 
udg men 


Anſw. My Lord; I know, no > ther FT 
of Judgment as to me, then what I bave 
Already declared to your Lordſhip,, ep | 


K 2 


- 
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is to be the fame with every creature be- 
fore it can be finiſhed; and this may be 
ſaid to be a genetal day wherein all men 
are to appear before Chriſt to be Judged 
by him in love; for the time is come, &c. 
And though this time of Judgment may 
be called à day, yet this day may be 
thouſands of years before all the world in 
every man may be Judged, all ſin and 
tranſgreſſion finiſhed as to them, and they 
all ſe; free in the Lord; For one day with the Lord 
is as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years 
as one day; and did men once taſte and 
feel of the workings of God in and upon 
their ſouls, in manifeſting his love to them 
for the taking away of ſin and tranſgreſſion 
from them, they would then be farisfied 
touching this day of the Lord, which 
for my part I am already ſatisfied i in, and 
therefore cannot but declare i it, and bear 
' witneſs to it as that which is truth to me, 
and according to the Scriptures ; and the 
that know any other, let them declare that, 
as I have declared this. 


Seven That there was 0 beaven 2 
in man. | 


' Anſw. My Lord; Thoſe words do not 
ſay there 1s none at all, but that it is in man, 
yet without confinement, and this the Scrip- 
ture alſo declares; therefore if we would 
know where heaven is, let us firſt know 
. What itt * and the _ tells us, * | 
the 


the Kingdom of Heaven is Righteouſneſs, 


peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, and that it is 


within us; for when the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees came to Chriſt to demand of him when 
the Kingdom of God ſhould come, (as men 
ſtill do) he anſwered them, that The King- 
dom of God cometh not with obſervations, 
neither ſhall they ſay, lo here or lo there; for 
behold the Kingdom of God is within you; and 
where ſhould the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
is a Kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace and 


Joy appear to be, that men might have 


peace and joy in it, and God-glorified by 
it, but in man, the place which the Lord 
hath appointed for himſelf to dwell in? for 
behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, 
that he might be a Comforter to them, to 
encreaſe amongſt them righieouſneſs, peace 
and joy, which is the Kingdom of the 


Lord; and till we have it in ourſelyes, _ 


we have it not any where, but if there then 
every where, which is a new name written 
that no man knows but he that hath it; 
and thus the Scripture declares unto us, 


what, and where heaven is, and I know | 


no other heaven (as to me) in which is 
mans ſalvation, from fin, death, hell, and 
the world, but Chriſt in man, and man in 


Chriſt ; and they that will have any other, 


let them declare what and where that is, 
as I have declared what and where this is, 


which is according to the Scripture, and 


my own Pc ge 
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Eighthly: 7 hat be who thought there Was 
= „ Ha to him there was a Hell; but he that 
thought there 405 10 Ons to 2 there was 
0 el. = 


Anſew. My Lord 1 W no other hell 
as to me, then what J have found in my 
own conſcience, though the time hath been 
that I have feared another as moſt men do, 
and as all men elſe have done till their con- 
ſciences where purged: but this I: have 
found in myſelf that when it; pleaſed God 
to make known Chriſt to me, to take away 
from me the fear of hell, he alſo took away 
hell; for fear hath torments; therefore to 
me it appears, that while we live in the 
fear of hell, we have it, are in it, and ſo 

ſubject to the puniſhment of it, being kept 
in bondage by it, till Chriſt in us ſhall de- 
ſtroy chat fear, and ſo ſet our minds at li- 
berty, as it is written, 7. bat for as much as 
the children are partakers of fleſh and bload, 
Feſus Chriſt | bimſelf tool part of the .. ſame, 
that through death be might deſtroy him that 
Had the potver of death, which. is the Devil, 
and ſo free them-who all their life time "where 
ſubje2 to bondage; and now happy is that 
ſoul that ſees himſelf ſo made free by Chriſt; 
for he is free indeed; and now ſees an 8 
of the Devil, ſin, death, and hell which he 
before lived in fear of, and was in bondage 
to; and therefore when the Lord Jeſus is 
pleaſed to deliver us from the fear of it, 
that it ſnall no more have power over us, 
| | and 


8 | 
and thereby manifeſt in us perfect love 
wherein is no fear, he then delivers us 
from hell itſelf, from which every believer 
is freed; but the fearful and unbelieving, 
and the abominable and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and. ſorcerers, and Idolaters, 
and all lyars, (while they fo remain) are caſt 
into it, and ſo have their part in the Lake 
of fire burning with brimſtone, till the 
Lord Jeſus by his mighty power ſhall 
quench the fire, raiſe them up, and over- 
come all their enemies for them, and fo 
reſtore peace to them, in him that is their 
peace, the Lord Jeſus; and then he that 
hath part in the firſt reſurrection through 
Chriſt (or is once made free by Chriſt) of 
him the ſecond death ſhall have no power; 
but he is changed from death unto life by 
the ſpirit of the Lord, and. io ſees an end 
of death and hell, as to him: All which I 
ſhall leave to. your L.ordſhip's conſidera- 


tion and this honourable Court, and do 


give you many thanks for that I have had 
liberty to ſpeak for myſelf. 

But my accuſers were much troubled 
that I had fo fair a hearing, and began to 
urge many other things of their own in- 
ventions againſt me, which was not in the 
Iadictment. Firſt they ſaid, that I denied 


"the Law of Moſes, in 1 — there was no 


ſalvation by it, which they affirmed it was 
if man would keep it; That if it were 
poſſible for a man now to keep the Law in 
the letter of it which that it is impoſſible) 


yet 
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8 yet there would be no ſalvation by it for 
any man: God having found out another 
way, even by Jeſus Chriſt, without which 
no man could be ſavet. 
2̃. They faid, that I denied the keeping 
of the Sabbath, which they went to prove 
from the fourth Commandment; Remember 
* thou keep holy the Sabbath day. | 
TO which I anſwered, oY the true 
Sabbath of a Chriſtian was Chriſt, and 1 
Knew no other as to me, though that day 
which they now call a Sabbath day, I keep 
it as exactly and as purely as any of them 
did, in preaching to the people; but not 
upon the account of a Sabbath day, but 
as the firſt day of the week, as the Apoſ- 
tles did, being a day ſet por for that 
* 
28. They ſay, that I ſpake in denon = - 
heaven, ſaying that if a Mill-ſtone were at 
heaven, it would be hundreds of -years a 
coming down. _ 
To which I anſwered, That I never ſaid 
the words, but one in my company did 
once ſay, that they were ſpoken by a Mi- 
niſter 1n the Pulpit, who there endeavour- 
ing to ſhew unto the people the vaſt diſ- 
tance between heaven and earth, told 
' them, that if a Mill-ſtone were at heaven, 
it would be many hundred years a coming 
down, and that one of his hearers ſhould 
make anſwer, that if heaven were above 
the ſkies, and a Mill-ſtone ſo long a com- 
ing * how long chen ſhould. he be a 


$5. . going 
2 


1 | 
going up? And this, my Lord, was decla · 
red by one of their own. tribe, yet they 


would. aſcribe it to mes IRE OO 


faid the words. | 
4. They ſaid, that I ſhould deny the 
reſurrection of the body, and ſaid, man 
was no other but what was in flowers and 
graſs; allo when the Corps laid in a grave 
were calt up again, though turned to earth, 
then was there a reſurrection, 

To which I anſwered, that the miu 
tion of the dead I never denied, but do 
always affirm; it; neither did I ever ſ peak 
thoſe words, though they might be Goa 
in my company: Yet it may be ſaid that 
in this there is a reſurrection, though not 
denying any other, for the virtue of every 
| Earcale laid in the earth, doth aſcend up- 


wards with the earth, and ſo come adh is in 


flowers and graſs; allo when: a grave ia 
digged, and the body before laid is it, 
though xotted to earth, again caſt up with 


the bones and all things thereto belonging. 


then may. be ſaid to be a reſurrection of 
that body, and the true reſurrection not 
denied: But thoſe things being thus an- 
ſwered, and the malice of my accuſers 


made manifeſt, the Judge appeared more 


ſatisfied, and, my accuſers more aſhamed, 
Then after the Judge had heard tha 
whale buſineſs, and declared the ſubſtance 
thereof to tho Jury (ho underſtoad it 
Vere they went forth to conſalt upon thein 
N whether all, or any pam of the 
L charge 
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eharge were blaſſ phemy by the Act, or no 
who returned 5 Verdi, guilty : 

Being aſked of what part, they” faid of that 
concerning heaven 10 hell. 

Then the Judge told them, that unleſs 
it came directly under the Act of blaſphe- 
my in every particular point, it could not 
be found as blaſphemy; who himſelf called 
for the Act, and comparing it with the 
Indictment, found it not, as the Jury had 
faid, to be within the Act for blaſphemy, 
for. which be reproved them, ' repeating 
the words of the” Act to thensy' which was 
as follow: 

Fuge, He that mall avowedly affirms 
and maintain there is no heaven and hell, 
it's blaſphemy by that Act, but that he 
doth not ſay, but doth acknowledge there 
is a heaven'and” hel in man, as you ſee 
him prove, and therefore doth not affirm 
there is none at all; and words ſpoken by 
Way of p rivateiconference in diſcourſe, '(as 
do confeſs this was) it might 
be only ſpolcen by way of Projiofition” or 
| Query, to try the Judgments of others; 
' and not as his own judgment; and then 
cannot be ſaid to be àvowed and affirmed, 
therefore not within the Act: However 
he ſhall continue bound till the next Aſs 
2 o ue e the Wang as faid the 
gu! 591.81 Mag nc 4: 4 
2. Then I deſired liberty to ſpeak a little 

more betone L departed from * Court; / 
Pn dot N 1th 
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The Speech made to the Fudge after the Tryal, 

to vindicate his own and other mens Preach\ 

ing, without a call from the Univer ſiiy; 

wherein is a true diſcovery of the word of 

God, and the Scripture,' what it 'is, Of. 
. bis taking bis leave of the Court. 


NAT Lord, I have here been maliciouſ- 
IVI y and falſely perſecuted by my ad- 
verſaries, as hath appeared hefore the Court 
this day; and now is the law open on my 
behalf againſt all that have falſely appeared 
againſt me; but he that is my Teacher 
teaches me no ſuch thing as to ſeek re- 
venge ; but freely to forgive my enemies, 
to love them that hate me, and ſo leave al 
things to him, who will reward every man 
according to his works; Fur vengeance if 
mine, and I will repuy (faith the Lord.) 
And the reaſon why thoſe men do thus per 
ſecute me, is for the nialice they have againſt 
me for exerciſing theſe gifts that God hat 
given me for his glory, the comfort of my 
ſoul, and benefit of his people ; which gifts 
they know not, becauſe they know not him, 
neither will they hear hit, but ſpeak evil of 
che things that are taught by him; 'whety 
without him we know nothing; arid are taught 
nothing, accotding as it is written That ws 
nan knows abe Jon, dar the Father; nor no 
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man knows the Father, but the Son, and be 


io whom the Son ſhall reveal him : So the 


true knowledge of God 1s not taught of 
man, nor by men, but comes only by the 


revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. as that Which is 


moſt. hated: by men: And when it pleaſed 


God to reveal his Son in me, as he did in 


Paul, I, with him, conferred not with fleſh 
and blood, as thoſe men do; that is, I 


_ went not to this or that place, as unto men, 


to receive orders from them, and to know 
beforehand what I ſhould have for my 
preaching, as other men do; and have 
done; but I went immediately declaring 
the things I had ſeen and heard from the 
Lord, whereſgeyer I was deſired; and 


what I did, was freely, and in love to the 


Lord Jeſus and. bis people, without any 
ice or reward of men; when others who 


e their gifts from men, will look to be 
— . — and good reaſon too 


that men ſhould ſell what they buy: But 
thoſe mens gits are bought, therefore do 


they {cell them, as other Tradeſmen do, 
3 for their own: 


3 for if they can 
have but five or ten pound more in ano- 


ther Pariſh, they will leave the one for the 


other 3 and yet no longer than they pay 
chem, will chey preach to them, without 
going to Law: with them; which ſhews 
that they pꝓteach not in love to the Lord 
"nan his people, but in love to that 


3” Which the people have, and ſo ſeek not 


"Gow but theirs; when 1 * part = | 
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all my practice of prraching hitherto, have 


not ſought theirs, but them, and would 
gladly ſpend and be ſpent for them to do 


them good, as they will be ready to teſti- 


: And for this am I hated and perſecuted 
by them that know me not; nevertheleſs 
þ cannot but ſpeak the chings that T have 


been taught of the Lord; for as every man 


bath received the gift, ſo bt them adminiſter 
one to another, and What. is revealed in 


_ ſecret, ſhall. be publiſhed upon the bouſe taps 


- Gaith the Lord) and this ſhalk Ido if God 


er mit. 


The Judge ſaid, And you do well i in ſo 
doing; for you may preach whereſoever 
you are deſired, fo long as you keep cloſe 
to the word of God, and make ar to be 
your rule. 


I anſwered, my Lord, I thank you, and 


1 ſhall do ſo. But what do you call the 


Word of God ? 


Said the Judge, the Scripture is the 


Word of God. 
- I anſwered, that the Scripture,” as writ- 


ten in ink and paper, is not the Word of 


God, but a dead letter, which in the read- 
ing and hearing thereof, tells us only in 
the ear what the Word of God is, but 
cannot teach-or tell the mind ; neither doth 
it any where ſay for itſelf, that itſelf is the 
Word of God that can teach us; but that 
we are all taught of the Lord, who is him- 


ſelf the Word, the Unction, the Holy one, 


and anointing within us; therefore let us 
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quering and to conquer, and that his name 


1781 
not give more honour to the Scripture than 
the Scripture takes to itſelf, but let honour 
be given to whom honour is due, and 
glory to whom glory is due; and in this 
we ſhall give all unto God, who is himſelf 
the true Word and Teacher, as the Scrip- 
ture declares him to be; for ſaith Jobn, 


In ibe beginning was the Word; and the Word 


was with G and the Word was God; "the 


ſame was in uhe beginning with God: And 
this Word became fleſh and dwelt a "an 


us, that it might teach us _ things (a 
faith John) we bebold the glory of os 


 #begliryiof the only begotten 12 of God, full 


of ' grace and truth, which is not the Scrip- 


f ture, as written im che Letter, but God 


written in our fleſh, is this Word. 

Again ſecondly, the Scripture tells us, 
that ibe word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and ſparper than any two-edged ſword, pierce 
ing even to the dividing ene of ſoul and 


ſpirit, and ef the joints and marrom, and is 


a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
bart: And this the Scripture cannot do, 
but God himſelf, as the Scripture tells us; 
for it ſaith, That he is the ſcarcher of the 
heart, and the trier of the reins, and the 
divider aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and diſ- 
cerns the thoughts and intents of mens 
hearts 3 and ſo the ſearcher and trier of all 


things (as faith the Scriptute.) 


n thirdly, the Seriptute tells us of 
Chriſt's riding upon a white horſe, con- 


Was 
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was called The Mord of Cod? And not that 
the Scriptures were ſo called: And let nor 
us rob God of that honour and title due 
unto himſelf, to give to the Scripture, but 
what the Scripture'faith both of God and 
itſelf, that let us ſay alſo. The Scripture 
alſo faith, that be Letter kills, but He Spi- 
rit gives liſe; which ſpirit is the Word, 
and the Word is Chriſt. I am come that 
you may have life, (ſaith Chriſt) and, becauſe 
F liv, ye ſhall live alſo: And this Word 
(even Chriſt) is nigh us, in us, yea round 
about us, ſtill reaching of us, and giving 
life unto us, which is the work of Chriſt, 
and not the Scripture- But this J will ſay 
of the Scripture (which is what the Scrip- 
ture faith: of itſelf) that it is an outward 
teſtimony of God, his mind, Chriſt the 
Word, Faith and Eternal Life, Heaven 
and Salvation to thoſe that do believe; 
but not that itſelf is either of all theſe, or 
can give unte us the knowledge of it; 
and that we might know the inſufficiency 
| of it, Chriſt in it bids us ſearch the Scrip- 
| tures (for faith he) in them you think to have 
eternal life, and they are they which teſtify of 
ne; and ye will not come to me, that ye may 
have life : Yet this Scripture, as it is given 
by inſpiration, ſo it is profitable for doc- 
ttine, for reproof, for correction, and in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of 
| God may be perfect, throughly furniſned 
to all good works; and not as it lies in 
ofthe letter, but as it is inſpired; revealed or 


Ow. | made 


e 
made manifeſt in our hearts and minds by 
the Holy Ghoſt: For (iaith the Lord) 7 
will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts, and I will be their 


God, and they ſpall be my people, and cauſe 
them to walk in my fatutes, of loving NE 1H 


another. 5 


And the Word of God bei once 9 
ten in our hearts, it is then profitable for 
us, to teach, geprove, correct and inſtru& 
us, make us tee in the inward man, 
furniſh us, fit and qualify us with gifts 
and graces unto all good works, and no 
otherwiſe can it do it tor us, but as it is 
within ug. | 
And this is the honour and praiſe that L 
Mk give to the Word of God, and to the 
1 to ſum it all up in God, in 
whom 1 deſire to know, to live, to act, 
and enjoy all things of God; and [ de ſire 
not to ſpeak, think, act, or maintain any 
thing that I have not the letter for. as 
Well as the Spitit; 5 the truth and myſtery 


We of which, letter no man knows, till he hath 


it revealed to him by the Spirit and Inter- 
nal W ord, that declares the Father plaioly, 
ht lo far as it ſpeaks i in me, and de- 
clares the mind of God 0 ar. 1 ſhall nok 
be ſilent. 
And now, my Lord, L give you many 
thanks that you. have, ſo patiently hear 
| and given me liberty to ſpeak m 
n 
| © ace. one * more, er . 


[#1] 


ſhall but only read, and ſo leave it to the 


conſideration of this honourable Court. 
Said the Judge, I thought you had 
done. 


have. 

Said the Judge, Nay, but we will hear 
your Scripture, 

Anſw. It is in the ſixth of the Af, 
from the 8th verſe to the end. 

And Stephen full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles among the people; 
then there aroſe certain of the Synagogue, 
which is called the Synagogue of the Liber- 
"tines, Cyreneans, Alexanarians, and of them 


of Cilicia, and of Aſia, diſputing with Ste- 


phen ;, end they were not able to reſiſt the 


wiſaom and the ſpirit by which he ſpake, 


then they ſuborned men, which ſaid, we have 
heard him ſpeak blaſphemous words againſt 
Moſes, and againſt God; and they ſtirred up 
the people, and the Elaers, and the Scribes, 
and came upon him, and caugh\ him, and 
brought him to the Council, and ſet "up falſe 
eortneſſes, tobich ſaid, This may 1 not 
to ſpeak blaſphemous words againſt this holy 
place, and the Law ; for we have heard him 
ſay, that this Fejus of Nazareth. ſhall deſtroy 


this place, and ſhall change. the Cuſtoms which 
Moſes delivered us: And all that ſat in the 


Council, looked ſtedfaſtly on him, ſaw his face 
as it had been the face of an Angel. 


M And 


Anſw. If your Lordſhip defire it, I 
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And now I ſhall 1h my leave, accord- 
ing as the Apoſtles in times paſt have done, 
who when they had ſuffered for the name 
of Chriſt, they departed from the preſence 
of the Council, rejoicing that they were coun- 
ted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name (lo 
| ſhall I at this time) and (as) daily in the 
temple, and in every houſe, they ceaſed not to 
teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt, ſo ſhall not I, 
my Lord, ceaſe to do the ſame, ſo far as 
| God ſhall enable me; and fo I take my 
leave of your Lordſhip. 


And paying the fees of the Court, I 
was I for that time. | . 


CHAP. IX. 


The Author's nee appearing at Worceſter, 
before Fudge Nicholes, and the proceedings 
#hereof ;, alſo his being bound from thence 
zo Oxiord.z _ and for what. 


ND I ſtanding bound until the next 

Aſſizes at Worceſter, which was then 
ſix months to come, my accuſers Ralph 
Nevil and Giles Collier in the mean time 
employed men on purpoſe to follow me 
from place to place, where they heard I 
preached or came, to enquire into my 
Doctrine, Life, and Converſation, with 
endeavours to get ſomething more againſt 
me, to accuſe me at the next Aſſizes fol- 


lowing 


L389] - | 
towing, as myſelf and ſeveral perſons well 
knew. And they hearing of ſome differ- 
ence in diſpute that was between ſome 
Miniſters and myſelf at Znflone in Oxford- 
Shire, where I had before been and preach- 


ed, they came to an Inn in Euſtone, and 
ſent for the Miniſters that differed . with 


me, of whom they got a certificate of 


ſome particulars, which they faid I there 
delivered, and which they counted blaſ- 
.phemy. _ 

And when I appeared at Vorcęſter next 
Aſſizes, before Judge Nicholes, my accu- 
ſers gave to the Judge their certificate, 
which was as follows: Firſt, That I ſhould 
ſay Chriſt died for his own fins as well as 
| the Peoples. Secondly, That there was no 
heaven and hell but what was in man. 
Thirdly, That everlaſting life ſhould end in 
this life: But no witneſs ſworn to it: And 
my accuſers having no witnels there, they, 
with many fair ſpeeches uſed to the Judge; 
deſired him to bind me to appear at the 
next General Aſſizes holcen at Oxford, to 


an{wer to what was in this their certificate, 
and what more they in the mean time, 


could find againit me: For, ſaid they to 


the Judge, that being his own Country, 


we mall there by that time get ſomething 
more againſt him. And the Judge willing 
to do my accuſers a pleaſure againſt me, 
as Feſtus did the Jews _ Paul, when 


he left him bound; Nich. 
without any oath made by any man againſt 


2 | me, 


o Judge Nicholes, - 
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[ 84 ] 
me, demanded of me bail for my ap- 
pearance at Oxford Aſſizes, which was fix 
months after that, and would not ſuffer 
me to ſpeak for myſelf, but took part 
with my accuſers. 

Then I deſired of him law and juſtice ; 
and told him, that there being nothing 
upon oath proved againſt me, there was 
no reaſon that [ ThonMd ſtand my longer 
bound. 

Said the Judge, if I will have i it ſo, you 
ſhall ſtand "Wins? &c. a | 

Anſw. My Lord, if you will make your 
will a Law, I cannot help that; but this 
1 know, that as you uſe the exactneſs of | 
the Law, in condemning thoſe whom the 
Law condemns, ſo you ought to ule the 
the exactneſs of the Law, in freeing thoſe 
whom the Law frees. But the Law at 
this time trees me, therefore I deſire it. 

No, ſaid the Judge, you ſhall not be freed, 
for I underſtand thar you take upon you 
to preach, and never ſtaid to take your 
degrees at the Univerſity; you ſhall there- 
fore appear at Oxford to anſwer to thoſe 
things there, And ſaid the Judge, if I 
would take upon me to preach, I could 
preach as well as you, and better, for I 
was bred up to more learning than you, 
and yet I will not take it upon me, be- 
cauſe I was not called to it, Sc. 


Anfw, My 
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Anfes. My 1.ord, I was called to Preach, 

art you were not; do you know what the 
call is? If you did, you would not oppoſe 
it; and if it be the Lord's will that I muſt 
appear at Oxford, to anſwer things as I 
have done at H/erceſter, his will be done; 
or l remember what the Lord ſaid unto 
Paul when he was bound from place to 
place: Be of good cheer Paul (ſaid he) for 
as thou haſt teſtified of me in Jerulalem, /o 
muſt thou bear witneſs alſo at Rome; and 
now am 1 not only ready to be bound, 
but to ſuffer for his name, and to bear 
witneſs of the Truth at Oxford, as I have 
done at Worceſter, and ſhall have peace in 
all things therein, knowing it to be the 
Lord's cauſe for which 1 ſtand bound. 

So giving in bail, and paying the Fees of 
the Court, | was diſmiſſed until the next 
appearance at"Oxford, 


* 


CHAP. X. 


The Author's trial at Oxford Aſixes before 
Serjeart Green, the particular accuſations 
againſs him, and his anſwers to them, 

' with the proceedings of the Court, and 
hew ; alſo the ignerance of the Jury, and 
the malice of his Adverſas ies aiſcovered. 


PON che tenth Gay of March 1652, 


'T appeared at Oxford Affi zes, where 
Ralph Nevil cf Emload, and Giles Collier of 


Blatkly 


by 
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Blockly ly in the County of Worceſter prefer 
red a Bill of Indictment againſt me to the 
Grand Jury (as they ſaid) for blaſphemy z 
the Charge therein is as follows : | 


The Charge in the Indictment. 


IRST, (That 1 ſhould ſay) That Chriſt 
died for bis own ſins, as well as the 
Peoples. 


Secondly, That there is no heaven and 
Bell but what is in man. 


Thirdly, That olefins life foould end 
in this life. 


Theſe are the things which by them I 
was Indicted for as blalphemy, and which 
by the Grand Jury were ſo found and re- 
turned to the Court, that I was put upon 
the trial thereof. 

But before you come to the trial, I ſhall 
ſpeak ſomething of both Juries, as of car- 
nal natural men, and ſo ignorant of ſuch 
things as they were to enquire into con- 
cerning me; for the natural man knows 
not the things of. God, neither can he, 
becauſe they are ſpiritvally diſcerned ; but 
ſure for the moſt part they were but caf- 
nal men, therefore in ſuch things ignorant 
men, and againſt ſuch - things. malicious 
men, as hath been known: Being alſo. 

men 


71 

men for the moſt part known to be of the 
Biſhops and Preſbyterian opinion, very 
few of the Independants, though there is 
but little difference between them in their 
opinions concerning their judgments and 
knowledge in ſuch things, of whom it 
may be ſaid and alſo proved, as hath 
appeared by their practice, that they aim 
more at their own worldly, private, ond 
ſe]f-intereſts, than at the glory of God, 

or good of other people, and which is 
well known have. been, and gladly would 
be perſecutors of thoſe that live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and that are not the ſame 
with them in their opinions, as hath ap- 
peared by ſome of them, which both I and 


others have already known by experience; 


yet L love them eſtill in the ſame love as I 


love all others, and will the ſalvation of . 


their ſouls as of all others, though they 
may not ſo love me, but hate me, te that 
they never ſaw or heard from me. 

And therefore it is moſt evident, that 
they proceeded againſt me from the malice 
they had to me, and not any thing known 
by me for any blaſphemy there was in it, 


for I am ſure there was none, dich 


could any be found, either by the Law of 
God or of man; As firſt, for the Law of 
God, I am ſure it is nor, for there is no- 


thing in all the Scripture writ againſt it; 


however all blaſphemy on God's part is 
orgiven, and Chriſt hath already aniwered 
for it, in the behalf of all men. 


And 
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And ſecondly, for the Law of man, or 
any late Act of Parliament made againſt 
blaſphemy, I am alſo ſure that there is 
never a particular contained in this Bill 
that comes within the compatls of the Act: 
As for the firſt and laſt particulars in the 
Bill, that Chriſt ſhould die for his own 
fins, as well as for the peoples, and that 
cverlaſting life ſhould end in this life, there 
is no mention of it made in the Act. 
Then for the ſecond, that there is no 
heaven and hell but wht is in man, there 
is no mention made of it neither, as theſe 
words are laid down and expreſſed in the 
Bill; for the Act ſaith, If any man ſhall 
avow and affirm that there is no heaven 
and hell, then it is blaſphemy according 
to that Act; but in this Bill, or in theſe 
words before mentioned,. there i is a heaven 
and a hell acknowledged, though not ſuch 
a One as ſome men would have, but ſuch 
a one as is in man, which is according to 
the Scripture, and ſome, mens experience; 
yet not that any othet is denied, which 
by others may be proved, and there being 
(in the Bill} a heaven and a hell acknow- 
ledged, it therefore comes not within the 
compals of the Act, and then cannot be 
oh guilty by the AR. / 
Again, the vitneſſes to the Bill do con- 
fels chat theſe words fell in by way of diſ- 
pute or conference after Sermon, and were 
not ſpoke in Sermon, therefore cannot be 


laid to be avowed and affirmed, as the 
. 


* 
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Judge did very well make it appear in the 
trial; and which if the honeſt behaviour 
of the Juries had extended fo far, they, 
before they had condemned it, ſhould have 
examined whether the words in the Bill did 
reach any Act of Parliament or no, that 
made it appear to be what in the Bill it 
was ſaid to be, without which they ought 
not to have found it, though the Bill ſo 
laid it; for let any Bill ſay what it will, 
they are to examine it, whether it be what 
in the Bill it is ſaid to be or no, as treaſon, 
blaſphemy, felony, or whatſoever crime 
elſe in — Bill may be expreſſed, - without 
which they are not to find any Bill, and 
for want of this, many a man and cauſe 
have ſuffered; and now how ' honeſt and 
juſt this Jury have been in the examination 
of this Bill, according to Law and Juſtice, 
when they found it, and brought guilty ; 
ng all men that read and hear it, Judge of 
but ſo much for both the Juries; next 
| — trial in the Court. 
And then the Bill being read, the wit- 
neſſes to the Bill were called to give in 
their eden whoſe names are as fol- 
lowet h: 
Firſt; one Beckingam of Enſton in Oxferd- 
ſire, the Miniſter of the Pariſh where theſe 
words for which I am accuſed were (as they 
ſay) ſpoke, and that gave me leave ta preach | 
in his ſaid Pariſh Church the whole day, 
but afterwards fipding the people to be 
more taken with my Doctrine (which Was 
| the 


[ 90 ] | 
the Doctrine of free grace) than with his 
(that was not) and "8 his own ſhould 
be no more ſo well accepted, he cries out 
againſt mine as blaſphemy, and ſo comes 
to witneſs againſt me for it, who to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, ſaid he came not as an ac- 
cuſer, but was brought only as a wit- 
neſs, whoſe teſtimony was decording 10 
the Bill. 

The ſecond witneſs was one cue of 
the ſame Town, a hearer of the ſaid Bec - 
| 4ngam, who at that preſent approved very 
well of what I had ſaid, as himſelf after- 
wards confeſſed to fome others, and ſajd 
it was the beſt Sermon that ever he heard 
in his life, till his Maſter the ſaid Miniſter 
of- the Pariſn had tutored him, and made 
him change his opinion, who then came as 
2 witneſs alſo, and whole conſcienee began 

to accuſe him when he was to give in 
his teſtimony (as it there appeared) fox 
when he ſnquld have faid ls everlaſtin 
. ended in this life, he could not for his 115 
bring forth the word everlaſting, but faid 
"that his life ended in this life; and when 
the Judge aſked him again, he ſaid, that 
when a man died his life ended, but could 
not ſay the word everlaſting, till he had it 
given him in writing by my accuſers Nevs/ 
of Emicad, and Collier of Blockly, two con- 
ſtant accuſers of the brethren, and that 
had been my accuſers before at Worceſter, 
as before was declared; who never heard 
thoſe Ow delivered by me at Enſton, 
which 


1911 
Which they accuſed me for; neither me, 
when I preached there, though they here 


became my accuſets, and did alfo plead 


| 15 thin 17 againſt me at Oxford; firſt to 
the Grand Fury, and after to the Court, 
alſo, laying many other things to my 
charge which I knew not: But I believe 


it was with an intent to make good what 


they had before ſaid, which was, that they 
would not leave me till they had my life 
Which was the ſame that the Jews ald of 
Paul, who made a vow that they would 


neither eat nor drink till they had NE | 


Paul; but they were oievetited, ag the 


my accuſets have been hitherto concerning . 


me. And Paul being accuſed of queſtions 
of their Law, as I now Was, they kept 
him faſt bound ſtill for many years, and 
examined him before many councils, but 
7 the end nothing being found againſt 

im worthy of death or of bonds, and his 


| accuſers being weary of Jſcuring, he 


was then freed and ſet at liberty 

Aud the evidence being given, I was 
called ro my anſwer, which begins with 

theſe Propoſitions, as follows : 


0 Lord, 


JAVING here liberty to ** for 5 


myſelf, I therefore me 0 beſeech 
your Lordſhip to grant me theſe Far- 
ticulars. | 


W's: IFrſt, 
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Hy, That ſeeing theſe my Advark aries 
are men of a contrary diſceyery of God, 
and are here come againſt me, ch they 
may fairly make it appear before] this 
honourable Court, whether they areSmen 
that have taken the engagement F no, 
have 
the benefit of the Law, and I ſpeak it for 

this reaſon (my Lord) becauſe they. being 
' Miniſters of Pariſhes, and I knowing ſome 
of them not to obſerve the laſt thankſ- 
giving day, with many others before, 
which by the Parliament was appointed to 
be kept, makes me to queſtion this thing. 


Secendly, That none might be ſuffered 
to ſpeak any thing againſt me in this 
Honda Court, till ſuch time that they 

are ſworn before this Court and my. face. 4 


T virdly, That thoſe men which were 
hearers of me at Enſton (the time when tis 
ſaid theſe words were delivered, and are 
here preſent) may be, ſuffered to ſpeak ; 
alſo a certificate which I underſtand is by 
them brought, touching the things of my 
charge, and of my Doctrine then delivered, 
with another from Oxford, and ſeveral 
mens names to them both, who are here 
ready to teſtify the truth of them, that 
they allo may be read in this Honourable 
Court, for the ſatisfaction of many people; 
and 1 ſhew the miſtakes of my 

adverſaries, 


[9311 


adverſaries, in the things which they AC» 
euſe me. 


Fourtbiy, That I may have liberty to 
ſpeak for myſelf, in anſwer to every parti- 
cular accuſation in my chatge brought 

agaiaſt me. And theſe things being 
granted, I ſhall be thankful to your 
Lordſhip. 

Said the Judge, wha you Jefire wal be 

granted, and you ſhall have a fair trial, 
but ve aan not hear: any Cerdificates 
read. F 

But the time Peng ſhort, the en 
coming on, and I haſtily called to anſwer 
to my charge, being myſelf willing alſo 
to come to it, fearing I ſhould be ſtreight- 
ned in time, and nothing doubting of 
my coming off, that ſome of thoſe things 
which were by me deſired before to be 
granted, were paſſed by, and no more 
remembered; and theſe Certificates before 
mentioned being not then permitted by 
the Judge to be read in the Court, it was 
therefore deſired by thoſe that ſigned them, 
to have them printed with! the reſt, to 
ſhew unto the world what it was they for 
their hands unto 3 ſome having ſince 
charged them with ſetting their hands to 
vindicate blaſphemy; which Certificates 

are as follow, : 
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then delivered; yet heard not any thing 


do hereby teſtify tliat he at that rie a 
_ ugain and again ſay ſay, that Chriſt ſuffered 
not for them as acted by him, but as im- 
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of Copy of; a eue FOR to theChurt, 
2 many of the goilly and well affeBel 

ople living about Enſton, in the __ 
7 Richard Coppin, © 
E whos names are here onda. 
V written, were alt at the bearing 
of Richard "Coppin, the time when he 
preached at Euſton, and heard all that was 


? 


delivered hy Miu but What Was truth, 
wccording ta the Seripture and our ex- 
perience, in which we were ſatisfied, and 
ſhould be glad to embrace the like oppor- 
tunity, as to hear the like again, if prow- 
dence ſhould fo order it. Ws 
And whereas (through the miſtake of 
forne men its their apprehenſtons) he is 
or may 'be accuſed for any my then 


bWelivered: As, 


PFirſt, for fa That hold 
for por 2 well as D * 


puted to him, and ſo they became his; 


Which he proved fram theſe Seriptures 


He was made ſin for us; and, Tibe Lord-bavh 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all. 


* 


And 


we 


1 9354 
And Secondly, That he ſhould fay, 
Pere is no heaven and hell but what ts 
in man. He did got; but did prove from 
Scripture, that there was a heaven and 
a hell in man, not PE any other, 
which by others might beneved, as 
to them, 
And Thirdly, That he ſhould "AY That 
everlaſting life uud end in ibis life. He 
did not; but ſaid, That there was that 
written in Scripture, which was faid to 
be everlaſting, yet had an end; as be 
proved from the ending of the firſt Cove- 
7 5 and Prieſthood under the Law, with 
tlie conditions thereof, which was ſaid to 
be for ever. 

And Fourthly, As to his life and conę 
verlation, it hath been fo civil, honeſt, 
and reſpeQve, towards all men, for all 
that ever we ſaw or knew of him, that 
none ever yet could accuſe him; an 
therefore we do believe, that for the 90 
that is in him and proceeds from 
to the NS of uu ki he © is 
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ph a5 the Peoples. 
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4 Gopy " a en e to the C ourt, 
by mam of the godly and well-affeBed 
people of Oxford, in the behalf of R uy 
70 ie ag | 


E. the Inhabitants of the City of 

Oxford, whoſe names are here 
underwritten, do hereby certify, That 
Richard Coppin hath ſeveral times preached 
in Oxford, and hath been heard by us; 
who never heard any thing delivered by 
bim, to our knowledge, but what hath 
been true and ſound doctrine, according 


to the Scripture, and the manifeſtation of 
God to us: And we do alſo certify, That 


his life and converſation hath ever been 


towards all ſorts of men, Honeſt, juſt, and 
uptight, that ever we could ſee, know, 
or hear of him. Concerning which, we 
have here ſubſcribed our names, and 


ſhall be alſo RY to Mai upon Oath, 


Fry F of} . * f 
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The gelt Fessel lache in we 
Indictment. 
* IRST, That 1 ſhould ſay, That Chriſt Feſus 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the 
world, did ſufler for his own ſins, as well | 


Anſw. My 


(97). 


a e. My Ca for anſwer to this, 1 
x affirm,” 80 ever did ſince T Knew and 
declared any thing of God, That Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son ot the living God, and 
Saviour. of the whole world, as he lives in 
God, never ated fin, but imputatively all 
our ſins became his, were laid upon him, 
and reckoned to him by the Father; and 
8 jeſus Chrift, as the Ae 5 in -obedience to 
the Father, freely took them upon himſelf, 
clothed himſelf with our fleſh, Pfinful fleſh, 
and ſo ſuffered for lin, overcame and con- 
demned fin, and all' Enemies in our natur 
wherein his appearahce in us, doth mari- 
. feſt to us, that he ſatisfled the Fathet's 
. Juſtice, | paid our Score, and ſet us at 
liberty; though Chriſt himſelf (which 72 
Emmanuel, Ca wal us) 4 5 no fi fin, neith 
Das guile found in bis mouth „ (as faith ihe 
" Scripture) yet be was made 2 for Us; and, 
Tbe of 4 5 2 oY 752 him the, iniquity of 
A 1 Wes Prove Pet 41 we h 14% , 
re hte” vet ith "thy d, "and do 10 for 
e ich Chriſt) Bech 1 hoe, ye ſhall live alſo. 
Ab how the head cannot be faid to live 
1 our the body, nor the body without 
15 the Head; 5 o fot Chriſt” without us, nor 
„Je without "Chriſt, he being our head, 
Aach we 1 7 1. of fits body, of his fleſh, | 
| s bones; and Chriſt ſuffetin for 
"6 ke us (his members)” may alſo be 
0 ſaid 15 filfer for the fin of his own bbdy, 
whole * bo ody we are; 2 8 6 (faith Paul) Ye 2 are. 
5 F 


W 
0 


a ues the PA, is in nan. 11846 „ 


5 
the body of Chriſt and | members in particular ; 


700 in this ſenſe he may be ſaid to ſuffer 


for his own ſins, which, is no. ed hl 
to ſay. 185 


rn ati I's 25 1) 1 „ 5 
een ene 
Second That there 15 1 . a 


«mil 443i 


1 24 1111 tip; 
tak. 7 Lond. for anfwer 0 a 
0 4 affirm, and; ever did (as aforelaid 
' Hirſt, Th at there is a God (according to 
"the Scriptures), anc that this God is the 
od of Fo Kere and love, and the 
' Father of it; W 4. is. called a Spirit, and 
Phoſe 91 70 is in heaven, and that dwel- 
5 -leth, in light, "and which th the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain; and who is not 
| limited to. any time, place, or perſon; ; 
but heaven and earth is full of his glory. 
| Apa * Wache God. what, and where 
oO! TO 


vi Secondly, Thar there is a Devil (accord- 
ing to the Seripturt) -and this Devil! 18 the 
0 ů of fi fin, as of this world, which darkens 
All appearances; of good things; Whoſe 
, habitation | is in 4 8 and who is limited to 

dice, place, and per 5190s and .cannot 
beyond his, baunds, and is the COL 
' darkneſs, and of death, the. po wer of the 
„alt,, the ſpirit ruling, in the jy of diſ- 
. obedience, which. makes Hem, (ſo long) 
„ continue a, ny A, the. Devil, who 
2 is a liar, and. the, * ko them, nd all 
. \ lies and liars a Sis him; who ſhall 
together 


1 
together with him ſuffed in hell fire; and 
whois allo /t he accuſer of the afelern. 
from-whbmi all accuſations proceed, with 
all batred, envy, and malice, and hath no 
part in Chriſt; and that this Devil, as a 
'10anng lion, goes about from City to 
City, from County to County, or from 
»#orcefter to Oxford, ſeekin whom he may 
devour ; till the Lion T the. Tribe of 
Judah meets with him, breaks his head, 
; deſtrays his power, fruſtrates his deſign, 
and fo ruins his Kingdom, ._. 
And Thirdly, That there is allo a hea- 
ven for the righteous; in Chriſt, to be faved 
and made happy. in'Jite, and ſalvation with 
\ Chriſt in God; and: there is a hell alſo for 
the wicked, in which they ate and ſhall be 
tormented jab the Devil and falſe Pro- 
"Phers ; but for the place, what and where 
it is, ſo far as the Setipture is ſilent in it, 
we are to be ſilent in it, and cannot deter- 
mige of it _y Furthes, chan the Scripture 
*\doth. A 
119] Boche we may 3 the Scripture ; ; 
- +»firfty concerning heaven, that the Kingdom 
of God is-righteonſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
- holy: Ghoſt 7. and,| Behold the Kingdom , of 
Sad is within you; yet on high IT God, 
ebe the earth or any creature. 

And as concerping bell, it is in Scrip- 
dete compared to à grave; and we read | 
that Chriſt deſcended into it; and David 
ſaith to God, Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in 
i made Rr the a e nor al r thy holy 
in lng 0 $5116 n 0 


— 
& 
19853 


one to ſee corruption: And what this hell 
and grave is, he allo calls it the loweſt pit, 
or darkneſs in the deep, in which he was 
"ſhur up, and could not come forth; the 
wrath of God lying ſo hard upon him, or 
the Lord hiding his face from him. and 
Jonab agrees with the ſame, who when he 
was in the fiſn's belly, ſaid, That che was 
in hell; For out of the belly of bell ſaid he) 
* cried ſunto thee,” and-thou heardſt my voice; 
for deen thou hatiſt © caſf me into the! deep 
(or depth of darkneſs) into the midſt: bf the 
- ſea (or under many troubles and affliftions) 
and the floods compaſſed me about," all thy bil- 
lows and thy waves "paſſed ; over me; then [ 
ſaid, I ar®caſt ous of thy Abt (or law thee 


in wrath) yet I toill look again toward thy 
Boly Temple, where I ſhall bebold thee in love, 
- zoben thou ſhalt raiſe me up. And in Amos 


the Lord ſaith, Though they dig into bell, 


- thence ſhall my band take: rag and ' yaur 


covenant with death and hell ſhall be "tif 


- anulled, "ſaith the Lor: But it is moſt ſure 
that there is a hell for the wicked, as 
there is a heaven for the godly, and all 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus. And for this, 
let us conſider of one Scripture more, in 


Matth, 28. where heaven is faid to be at 
the right hand of God, and hell at the left 


hand, compared with 2 xvi. 11. In thy 
pPreſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy right 


hand are pleaſures for evermore (meaning in 


heaven with God) and how thoſe on the 


Tight hand, and that have increaſed their 


_ talents, 


/ 
\ 


[161]. 
talents, enter. — the joy of 0 che 11400 
into heaven, where. they are ; 72 
ever; when "thoſe on th A de kit 52 05 gl 
that have not increaſed their talent, þb 
into utter darkneſs, as. into hell, where is 
avecping and gnaſhing e ap zeth, pinie and 
umqurning. tor lin, and, w ere "they, are Jt 
vo feſt. e en u. 1 
And thus there is a heaven, whe re 
eternal life is enjoyed by Chrilt - an a 
his; and, there. is a hell, where) . 

- laſting puniſhment. 18, igel, upd 
Devi and all bis: But kt, us 1 0 
ture expreſſion, oP it. if w 6 

it, Which is according tg the 12 
[of 800 ps 


YR e 


i 151756; bm 
Thirdly, + bat = NY 2 ſpobll 2 Ind 
in this tifes \ 7 U Ge X a 4. 340 


Anſw. My Lord, for ahfwer to hs, 
Ido afficm, That I neyer, (then, "nor ſo) 
| faid.the, words; and I do allo affirm 
everlaſting. life, Fl, Chrif in 640 4 

never haye an end; and that beser d $ 
the righteous, in Curl” g0 to it, as' 8 

God, enjoy it as God., nd ful 'rernaitf in 

it, as in God, with Chriſt, yea, after they 

* have, been dead, accordin ng to the Serip- 
, \ tures as the wicked go to hell ha 
; dargnation, and AS lome who believe nor, 
are already in it: And thus life everlaſting 
« with. Chriſt in God ſhall never have / an 
end. mm mm 


Object. 


e 


Object. But for's further cleating of 
this, ſome may yet thy, I there not a Vife 


| hich a/. babe an end, and bad TIEN bs 25 

een 5 FI 
Wee „ 

bays Anfw.' 15 aofikr," That (here "Y a ufc 
according to K anifeſtarion - ſ poken of in 

*Scrip pture, which ſeems to Fler an end, 

or — made perfect in another life, and yet 

'faid to be everlaſting : as the life of works 


And of nat re ths; and is made perfect in 


_the life of ade; the life of grace ends, 
and i is made alten in the life of glo 

the leſſet Aill 
the lower of the higher, the darker of rhe 


1 C 


i lighter, the weaker of the ſtronger, to'be 


made perfect; and ſo at laſt all things end 
and are wage perfett in God. 1 
* * N en: 11S Tt 


Object. l is that eohich end foid 
Bt be ln ? 
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1 F or Fürther beer 6 to this it hk 


* be ſaid, That if the frſt Covenant and 
Prieſthood uilier the Law, with the con- 


ditjions thereof, was faid' to be everlaſting, 


ſwallowed 'up of the ester, 


(as that it was and is during the time of 


that adminiſtration: unto us) then the life 
f Which we lived in' obedience to that Cove- 

; nant, while. undet it (which was a life of 
works, of fear, and of bondage) was as 
everlaſting as that; but Eben that firſt 


. Covenant and Prieſthood, with the Con- 


ditions thereof, according to that ad mini- 
4 8 . j 2 


tration, 


© *% 


ng L 103 
ſtration, which-was ſaid to be e ; 
(or wal made perfect in a 50 * nec, | 

'6r more beer y) then the life which'we 

lived while under the Arſt did end alſo wich 

the firſt, and ſo with The ſame made per- 

fect in a ſecond, a new, and more heaven 

life, as in a life of grate and freedom, 
faith and love, under the ſecond Covenant, 
changed and brought ih, confirmed and 
ſealed by the blood of the Lord Jeſus, 
whoſe I. ife we then live; and are juſtifled 
by; for where there is g change of: a Co- 

venant, Law, Statute, 9 

ditions, Adminiſtrations, or Diſpenſatio 
there is à change of a life alſo to the 

ture, even that life which we are then 
bound by that Law in ohr conſciences to 

"live; which is A change from a Covenant 


1 


| bn the citcumciſing of the foreſkin'of | 
the fleſh in the letter, to that of the heart, 
and in the ſpirit ; which Covenant it is 
that God Hath made with us (acrording to 
the Scriptbte) and which we are to hve ; 
Frior Miter thoſe days (ſaith he) '2 new Cove- 
nant will I make, Oc. therefore a new hte 
will he give. 
And that the wh! (Everlafing) wed 
1 For Ever) hath an end with us, I ſhall 
5 prove from fevers] Scriptures; for 
Var Scrip tures" = is) ſaid, The earth 
| Bull "endure" Fe 6b "as Eccleſ. i. in 
. Others it is ſaid, The Mot "hall be diſ- 
"ſolved and burnt- up : Now that carth e 
| a 


« +... ad 


$ 
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„ 
wall heverngend, mult be that which had 


no beginning for hatſoever hath a be- 
»ginning; hath alſo an end; and what that 
earth is which, had neither, beginning nor 
end, the Preacher in, Acrlglaſies will tell 
Wou. , en Dar 1 R bg 6-430 191 : 
.inButithere.: isa;carth which, ſhall have, an 
end, and that is the early, which the Devil 
b feeds upon, and inhabitst in, to wit, fletb, 
enn, and corruption, the old, man in us, 
Dthagtis of, the earth egrthy, together with 
All garnal wiſdom, ſelfarighieouſpeſs, flcſh, 
form, and formality, as that which, is, hpr 
.fpiric.and;arpth; and that . cannot enduje 
he fire (even God when he appearcth,;n 
nighteouſneſs) why this ſhall be, hurnt, up, 
oconſumed andi ſcatteted I before, the. Land, 
as duſt before the wind; ghough it iſis 
aid t be for, ever, and everlaſting; as 
din Heb abel iii. 6. Let when, the Lord {ball 
„aſocome in his glorious! hrightneſs, 387 is 
ri there ſpoken of, then, ſhall, all, things, .of 
omann, and that is, earths :;oh0; ſcattened, 
how. and melt before him g. (a5. ĩs written) 
-vBefore bim went tbe peſtilęence, aud gurmng 
a ioas ce, forth ot his feet be, ftoed and 
meaſured the earth, be beheld and grave 
Laſundor the Nalious,, and the, everlaſting 
[1.2pantains were eatteredy the perpetual pills 
10diq bow:z that ſis, the mountains of, 
din, death, the Devil, ang, mens Prete ed 
a holineſs, heaven, and, happineſs, Whic 
-\\Blthineſs when out of its, place; this ſhall 
| h all / be ſcatteted and melt before the Lord, 
51 | as 


—— 
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as en en between the tors 
- my. us, and as fo many falſe gods in the 
y of the true God, Which hath been 
1 lid to laſt for ever; yet theſo ſhall paſs 
5 away, and be removed out of their places 


into no place, but fly away from the face 


of him that ſits upon the throne, whoſe 
name is called Faithful and True, and that 
reighs himſelf. for ever and ever, world 
without end. 

And thus one life" en in iy life, 
the life of the old man in the life of the 
new man; or we change from life to life, 
from glory to glory, "5h one everlaſting 
to another, till we can change no more; 
which ſhews that there are more changes 
than one, and more everlaſtings than one 
(as to men) and ſo more lives than one, 
which men are ſaid to live, and be changed 
from, till they are changed from all things 
into SA Fw N is their" laſt ine: | 


8 Word of Cunt wo the Judge: 


5 "AND now laſtly, I; cannot but add a 
| few words more, and therein affirm, 


25 both before God and men, that ever ſince 


1 knew any thing of 'God, my whole de- 
ſign both in writing, ſpeaking and walking 
according to the utmoſt of my power 
received of God, hath ever been, and 1 
hope ever ſhall be, {till to ſet forth the 

glory of God, the advancement of Chriſt's 
| | ate Kingdom, 


5 
"RY 
: 
* 
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0 that himſelf doth. 
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King gdom, peace and righteouſneſs among 


men, and the throwing down of Antichriſt, 


the Devil and his Kingdom, with all de- 
ceivableneſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men, 
and whatſoever elſe is and hath been con- 
trary to the public peace of this Nation, 


- undet which we ſhould be protected, and 


no longer do I deſire or ſhall endeavour 
to write or : ſpeak a word, than that it 
ſhould not tend to this, even the advance- 


; of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus 


iſt, without Fuer. or aiming at 
any private or ſelf-intereſt of my own or 


any others diſtinct, but for the public 


good of all men, Whom I defire, and do 


{till endeavour in love, to ſerve, bein 
made willing to ſpend and be fpent for 


them, notwithſtanding the many reproaches, 
revilings and perſecutions I meet wit hal; 

yet ſtill that I would continue a faithful 
ſervant to the truth in all things, by 


which I am made free to ſerve in love, 


and for which I am got only ready to be 
bound, but to ſuffer. 


All which particulars, according to 


your Lordſhip's deſire, I do moſt humbly 


preſent you with before this eee 


Court, and ſo leave them to your con- 
fideration, to do as the Lord of heaven 
and earth ſhall direct you, who works all 


things according to the counſel of his own 
will, and will es huplelt” in all things 


1 " 
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And now what ſhall I ſay more ? Why 
let the Lord's will be done, whether in 
life or death, in freedom or impriſonment, 
according to his own will and pleaſure be 
It, into Whole bleſſed arms of mercy, love, 
Joy, and peace, I do freely give up myſelt, 
and ſhall for ever lodge in his boſom of 

life and ſalvation, there to reſt and ab! de 
for ever. 

While I was making my anſwer, my 
accuſers with, many others of their conſorts 
did all the time of my pleading intet- 
rupt me, urging many things to me to 
inſnare me, and to incenſe the Judge and 
Jury againſt me, till the Judge reproved 
them for it, who after he had heard my 
anſwer, and underſtanding it, knowing it 
alſo not to come within the compals of 
any late Act of Parliament, and withal 
perceiving the malice of my enemies, did 
as the Lord had directed him, who, before 
the petty Jury went forth to conſult upon 
their verdict (who underſtood it not them- 
ſelves, neither what they had to do in ſuch 
a buſineſs, being all ignorant men both of 
the Law, and of ſuch things) acquainted 
them with the truth of the buſineſs, that 
ſo Juſtice and Equity might take place, 
whoſe directions were according to kg 
follows. 


Judge. You of the Jury, you have heard 
the evidence, and you have heard the 
anſwer of his defence, which if what he 
| | F.3 + _ hath 


Leen} .-. | 
hath ſaid to us be his meaning, it is very 
good, and what I believe niyſelf to be 
truth, and we are to take his ſenſe and 
meaning upon the, words, and not ano- 
ther's, the words being his own ; but 
_ ſhould we take the very expreſs words of 
the Indictment, without a qualification of 
them, yet it comes not under the Law, or 
Act of Parliament, according to the rule 
of which Act we are to go: As for the 
firſt thing, that he ſhould ſay Chriſt died 
for his own fins, it comes not near it, 
though indeed the ſecond concerning hea- 
ven and hell comes ſomething near it, yet 
not ſo near as to be found within the com- 
paſs of it; for the Act ſaith, if a man 
avow and affirm that there is no heaven 
and hell; but that he doth not, and this 
alſo was by way of diſpute or conference 
after Sermon, as you fee the witneſſes to 
the Bill do confeſs; and what is ſaid in 
diſpute, cannot be ſaid to be avowed and 
affirmed, for it may fall in by way of an 
Argument, Sc. And as to the laſt words, 
that everlaſting life ſhould end in this life, 
there is nothing mentioned in the Act 
againſt it; therefore we are not to meddle 
with it, and you are not to bring him in 
- guilty for any thing he is here indicted, it 
being not within the compaſs of the Act. 
And thus with other words to that pur- 
poſe, did the Judge ſpeak to the Jury 
before they gave in their verdict, which 
none that heard 1 it but thought it had been 
£4 ſufficient | 


- 
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ſoleient to have ſatisfied any honeſt * 5 


in the world, had they been rational men; 


yet it ſatisfied not theſe, for they maliciouſ- 


ly brought me in guilty, who were prompt 


to it by my acculers and others that fol- 


lowed them forth of the Court, contra- 
dicting the words of the Judge, ſaying 
that they were not to take notice of what 
the Judge had ſaid, neither of my anſwer, 
bur the Bill. Being aſked the reaſon why 
they brought me in guilty, they ſaid they 
could do no leſs, they were fo followed by 
the Prieſts from place to place and inipor- 
tuned to it, that they could be at no quiet 
for them unleſs they did it. A wiſe Jury, 
to be ſworn and then ſwayed by other 
men! But this they did to do the Prieſts a 
pleaſure againſt me, as Fehus did to do ehe 
Jews a pleaſure againſt Paul, As xxv. 9. 
Then the Judge examined them ou 
crime they found me guilty. of; 

anſwered they could not tell 0 I 
according to the evidence; then ſaid the 
Judge, doth the thing evidenced come 
within the compaſs of the Act? who again 
. cauſed the Act to be read to them, and 
bid them take notice of it; yet they could 
not tell what crime I was guilty of, but 
ſtill ſaid according to the Evidence; then 
the Judge aſked them what the Evidence 
Was, and they could not declare it till they 
were told it: And now how unfit theie 
men are to be made a Jury of ſuch things, 
let all men that hear it take notice, 
Then 


8 8 


„ eng! 
Ten the Judge es before (perceiving 
Ve ignorance) ſhewed them how it came 
not within the compaſs of the Act, and 
therefore ought not to be found; then 
', __  Jaid the Jury we will refer it to you; nay , 
ſuaid the Judge, I muſt have your verdict : 
Not guilty "od ſaid ſome of the Jury; 
0 — ſaid guilty : What are you divided, 
+ - (faid the Judge) I will not receive your ver- 
__ difttill you are agreed; and unleſs you will 
agree upon it, you ſhall be ſhut up together 
in one room all night, where you ſhall have 
EN. neither bread nor beer, fire nor candle. 
But when they heard this, they began 
to murmur within - themſelves why they 
ſhould: not agree; yet the Judge willing 
to ſhew them favour, did only rebuke 
them, bidding them to bring in their 
verdict the next morning by eight of the 
clock, upon pain of twenty pounds a- 
piece; and where I was then alſo myſelf 
to appear, and there according to the 
requeſt of the Judge I was to give in the 
heads of my anſwer in writing, which I 
then did, and it was there read to the 
ſatisfaction of the Court. 
Then the Jury being again called, be- 
fore they gave in their verdict, uſeck he 
name of one Veyſie ot Tainton near Bur ford, 
which (ſaid they) deſires to be a witneſs 
againſt him, for laying that Chriſt Was the 
cauſe of Carr's fall. Beet | 
No, faid the Judge, I will hear no ſuch 
malicious fellows, — will keep cloſe — 
; tte 


. 
1 


11 


tte Indictment; and you K the jury. are * | 
to mention none, but to give in your 
Verdict; then faid they, guilty. gg. 
Now the Judge well knowing the Law, . 
and how that choke things came not within 
the compaſs of it; alſo. perceiving © the 
malice of my accuſers, and the ignorance 
of the Jury in ſuch things, as was then 
manifeſted; and himſelf. willing to do juſ- 
tice, took bail for my appearance at the 
next Aſſizes, at which my accuſers began 7 
to fall mad, crying out again for my in- 
priſonment, baniſhment, or ſilencing; but 
the Judge told them he could do neither, 
but muſt go according to the Law, and 
the Law did not require any ſuch thing. 
Then my accuſers, to lay another aan 
ation again to enſnare me, having miſſed 
the former, preſented to the Judge a paper, 
wherein were many particular points of 
their own judgment, that he ſhould. pre- 
vail upon me to ſet my hand to it, as that 
which I would own for truth, thereby to. 
confirm theirs, and I never more to preach 
againſt the ſame ; but this being offered 
to me, I refuſed it, and deſired not to ſet 
my hand to other mens writings, but to 
what I write myſelf, unleſs I may. read it, 
and alſo find it to be truth according to 
the Scripture and my apprehenſion; then 
ſaid the Judge (in preſence of my accuſers) 
take it and read it; which I did, and Saxe 
it to the Judge again; and becauſe m. 
accuſers uin others reported that I ſer my 


hand 


280 „ 


235 0 | : 125 hand FY all * they ha d writ, as a recan- 


tation of what myſelf formerly writ, and 
declared, therefore for the ſatisfaction of 


ther people, the proving of them liars, 


and clearing myſelf i in it, it is here pub- 


liſhed both what they writ, and alſo what 


part thereof T refuſed, and what I igned, 
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fi A 8 written by my . and « pre- 


ſented to the Judge for me 29; ben. 
4 . which I would not. 


TuxREASG at ſeveral ee! in a 1 
voc that goes forth in my name, and 
in a | el diſcovery at Enſton about June 
Lat, ſeveral perſons have been offended, ond 
Been induced to believe that I am guilty 0) 


Holding and publiſhing blaſphemous opinions; 


oe for the ſatisfying all ſuch perſons, and clearing 


myſelf, I do heartily and ſincerely profe ſs and / 
; declare again them, of bono 255 


Firſt; That Yeſus Cori the only he garten 
Son of God, being eternal God and equa] with 


the Father, did in the fulneſs of time take to 
himſelf man's nature; yet without fin, being 
Holy. barmlzſs, Nw 5s as. the Ts 


. . . 


ly T- * Ln eſis Cbriſ for ar 
| hes the office of Mediatorſhip, whereunto 
be was called 2 his Father, mw Pas. 
fulfil 


% 


0560 


full the Law, \endured the ſeumeful and 
curſed death of the croſs, but not for himfelf, | 
being perfetily free from fin, but that. he 
ee fatisfy fer the Vn 2 of bis People. 

© Thirdly, The third day be roſe from i 
dead with the ſame body with which be ſuf 
fered ; with which alſo he aſcended into bea- 
Ven, 40 there Juteth at the right hand 'of 
his Father. 2" hots | 


80 outth bly, The bodies of men after onal 
return 4 duſt, but. their. ſouls, which die not, 


return to God, who: gave . 3 the ſouls, of 

the righteous. are received into 75 Big belt 

| beaven, where, they enjoy Cod in glory, wait- 
ing for the full redemption af their bodies; 
and the ſouls of the wicked are caſt into bell, 
 where;-they.. remain in ; torment, ee to 
the Judgment of i the, great d Wy". 


Fifthly, At the laſt day, ſuch as are + 
alive fhall-be cbanged; and all that are dead 
Hall, be raiſed up with the ſame body, which 
T0 be rg men to fem Jew eln ne. 't 


$441 


- Sixthly; Grd bath e a ja b ö 
zr he «vill Judge the world in righteouſneſs by 
| Feſus Chriſt, in which day the' Apoſtles and 
Angels | ſbutb be judged, and all perſons that 
have' lived upon the earth ' ſhall appear before 
the Tribunal of . to alc ns an account 
of their ny ITY and deeds; and 0 
yinedgirld »» . yu 


/ 


nions, Which they would now have me to 


[ 1141 
ge s to tonubat ths have : done in 
their Bodies, . ether good. or cuil. ; 


Tbeſe 8 0 believe, and 1 not 3 | 
liſh any thing contrary to them, and for 
any paſſages that have fell from me con- 
trary to theſe, ignorantly, incopſiderately, 
or wilfully, 1 do profeſs myſelf troubled 
at, .and aſhamed of ; but this I excepted 
againſt, and would not t fer my hand Oy 
as follows. 


"My Lord, There are ſome thing eY 
may ſet my hand unto, but there are 
things that are falſe, and 1 ſhall not 
fot. my hand to that, unleſs they will here 


maße it good by S e before this. 
honourable Court.” 

Then ad be Judge to me, What i is 
that you ſay is 1 8 1 you- except 
— f 


4, * 7 8 
N 8 


4 Wan. 


— My bond, Fit u 8 wa 45 
— paſſages have been written and 


oken by me, to the inducement of ſeve- 
ral perſons to believe that I am guilty of 


bolding and publiſhing blaſphemous opi- 


Li, 


_ Qeglare mgainſt,. and profeſs myſelf aſhamed 
ef; when I know nothing that ever I ſpoke 
or tit ſince the: time of my call, chat I 
wont forth to declare any thing of God 
| on es 16 or ever could he proved 
3 — 


blaſphemy - by them, though, they have 
endeavoured to. do it, therefore not to be 
declared againſt by me. 
6] My Lord,” Another. thing in the. fifth 
particular, which, they declare as their 
Judgment, is, that the ſame. body which 
dies ſhall after death. be ſo raiſed again and 
united to the ſoul for ever; which thing 
is falſe my Lord, and I Kno. no Scripture 
to prove.it; if chere be, let them produeg 
Then the Judge (looking upon them) 
aſked if there were no ſuch Scripture ; but 
they were ſilent and anſwered not a word!; 
then, Juſtice, Jenkins, who ſate upon the 
bench, undertook to anſwer for them, 
and ſaid, there is ſuch a Scripture; pro- 
duce it you then, ſaid I, and let me ſee it, 
or I ſhall not believe it; but he was ſilent 
alſo, and there was no man, to be found 
that could ſhew that Scripture; then I 
inſtanced a Scripture in the 1 Cor. xv. to 
the contrary, that the ſame body was not 
to riſe. again, but God giveth it a body: as 
pleaſeth him, which body none of them 
W en ee e e 
Then the judge perceiving that thoſe 
things which by them were written, and 
by me excepted againſt, could not by 
them nor any other be proved, he com- 
manded them to be croſſed forth before 
their faces, and they had nothing to ſay 
for themſelves, which was to the great 
ſhame and * of my acecuſers, _ 
__ 2 0: hers 
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rs of their tribe, Wage this? things 
which they have ſo lopg held forth and 
maintained to the people for truth, and as 
their judgments, that this hold no. be 
cFroſſed out befo! their faces as ati error 

ſure as bad a thing as ever they could have 
done againſt themſelves in thi ings of that 
nature; Which makes it appear, ke the 
greateſt laſphetner cried: blaſphechy-firlt ; 

and theſe things being crofſed out, 1 ſe ; 
my hand to the reſt, which is as follows, 

and which to my Lacwledzet'n ver 5 
clared any thing contrary to, Webb 

the Scriptures, and in a ſpititdal ſenſe, in 
which ſenſe we are to anderſtand.: all * ng 
of om nature. WOT of 
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wi * Particulars which I Taten 2 
(1 * 

Fist, 7. bar: Jeſus Chrift the only. dnn 
Son o/ God, being eternal God and equal 
with the Father, did in the fulneſs of time 
take. to himſelf man's nature; yet without fin, 
being holy, ee ended, as $09 W ah 
ure Wan La 5 . 
Borch 9 The Kod 700 Crit * ac 
i ir the office of Mediatorſbip, whereunto 
be was called by his Father, did perfettly 
fulfil the Law, endured the fan and 
= death of the croſs, but not for himſelf, 
ee 0 as he was) oi es free from 12 
but 
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ut that be might Jen for the "fins fas of 
his people. e ee, at Ow 
Aral 03 547 nk Aid: 


Thirdly, The third day be roſe from the 
dead with. the ſame body with which be 
ſuffered, with which 4% he aſcended into 
beaven,....and there ſitteth at the rigbt 


hand of his Father { but not with fleſp 


Fourthly, The . bodies . of men after death 
return to 25 „ but their Jouls, which. die. not, 
return to God "who gave them; the ſouls of 
the righteous are received into the bigheſt 
beaven, where they enjoy God in glory 

Waiting for the full redemption "of their 
Bodies; and the ſouls of the wicked are 
caſt. into hell, where they remain in tor- 


ment, hank to the Ju K of the great 
40 5765 


Fifty, 4 2s un as: ſuch as are 
frind oth fall be changed, and they that 
are dead ſpall . be raiſed _— 


© Sixthly, Cod bath appointed a day wht 
be will Jae the world in righteouſneſs by 
eſus Chriſt, which day the Apoſtate Angels 
1 be Fudged, 3235 all perſons that live 
upon the earth ſhall appear before the tribunal 


of Chriſt, to give an account of their thouphts, 
words, and deeds, and to receive according 


to what they have done in their bodies, 


whether goed or evil. 
— | Theſe 
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Theſe things I do believe (according to 


the Scriptures) and never publiſh. Ar 
thing e to __ 1 
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th Hither's ſecond eig at Ondra 
| Ares before Judęt Hutton, and aut 
8 1 Was there done. = 
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1 1 According to my empagement Fl 
the ſecond time at the general Aſſizes 
holden at Oxford, tliere expecting again. to 
have ſeen the faces of my former accuſers, 
they having before ſaid they would follow 
me to death; but they finding nothing 
\ againſt me came not there, and procla- 
mation being made in the Court for my 
diſcharge, and none other having any | 
thing againſt me to declare, one Neat, the 
then Sheriff for that County, ſitting in the : 
Court, being, of a bitter ſpirit, and allo an 
enemy to truth, as he then appeared, 
ſtood, up as one among the reſt. of the 
accuſers and informers, ſaying that he 
could declare ſomething againſt me, which 
was ſpoke in London; but when he was 
aſked what 1t was,. no particular could. he 


1 but ſaid that he had heard very 
ſtrange 


* 1 — 


[ 219] 
ſtrange Sos. declared by me at St. Dun- 


fan's Church in London, before a great 


Congregation of people of great quality, 
to the great diſnonour of God, and the 
peoples diſturbance, as ſaid this informer 
Mr. Keat, who earneſtly importuned the 
Judge to reſtrain me from preaching ; 
in anſwer to which the Judge told him 
that a man's liberty was precious, and 
there was no reaſon any man ſhould be 
reſtrained from his liberty therein, by any 
man's words whatſoever; unleſs oath were 
made againſt him that he had offended the 
Law. Therefore (ſaid the] udge) N cannot 
do it upon your words, nor any man's 
elſe; for then I ſhould be partial, and 1 
came not only to bind, but * men. 
Then the Informer Mr. Keat: by nit: 
receiving thoſe repulſes from the Judge, 
was ſilent, and fat him down with:ſhame ; 
and then the bitter ſpirits of others iu the 
Univerſity, whoſe mouths were ready to 
be opened in malice againſt me, were 
quaſhed, my 8 n f an Ru 
enemies , : 
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The FRE! s' bumble' per to 5 argh 
Oliver Lord Protector of England, Scot- 
land, and Ae a a n redreſs 
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My Lord, 1 5 18 no on een mee . 
"Otafmuch as it Kale pleased ths * 
T of Lords to call you to this high place 
of Prote&orſhip (under himſelf) and acors 
ding as he Mall protect, counſel, guide and 
ditect you, as he did Chriſt and the reſt of 
the Kings of Ifrael, ſo you may act like 
them in walking before the people to do 
juſtice among them; For by him Kings reign; 
and Princes decree juſtice, who himſelf * 

in them to de their wonderful Counſellor. © 
And now, as according to the counſel of 
the Lord your Highneſs hath been pleaſed 
to declare — both by promiſe and 
oath to ſeek the peace, — and liberty 
of the people of this and other Nations a- 
gainſt oppreſſion aud tyranny, and to pro- 
tect them in their juſt rights and priviledges, 
according to the mind of God written in 
Scripture for Chriſtian Religion, that then 
(in the Lord's time) and as he himſelf ſhall 
appear to go before you, and act in you, 
ſo you may according to his directions fol- 


low him in purſuit thereof, O_ glory 
to 
= [ 


. Les, 


* 
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to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
and good will towards men. 


Which you ſhall, ſo far as you follow the 


counſel of the Lord, and not of men, who 


are to be counſelled by you, and not you 
by them, and men in their counſel towards 


you, are only to aſſiſt you in carrying on that 
work whichthe Lord ſhall adviſe and counſcl 


you in; whoſe counſel ſhall ſtand,” and he 


will do al:his pleaſure, when men and their 
counſel ſhall tail: for as he himlelf hath 
choſen you, and ſhall put his ſpiri: w.t' in 
you to inſtruct and countel you; fo will he 


himſelf be with you to protect you, that 


therein become a nurſing father (in him) 
to them, to increaſe among them their juſt 


you in him may protect his people, and 


freedom and liberty in the Lord Jeſus. 


That this freedom of theirs, as it is in the 


Lord, and wrought by the Lord is not to 


be ſettled or eſtabliſhed upon any one fort 


of people, under any form of Religion what- 
ſoever, any further then the Lord hath called 


them, and ſhall himſelf eſtabliſh it in them, 
but all are to have like freedom, according 
to the ſeveral Diſpenſations or Adminiſtra- 
tions they yet appear to live under, accor- 


ding to the meaſure of the gift of God, in 


their ſeveral places, or degrees of callings; 


as they are either children, young men, or 


fathers in the faith of Chriſt. 

As you like Chriſt to be a nurſing Father 
to them all, without having reſpect to par- 
ticular times, places, perſons and intereſts, 
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or any degree of calling whatſoever diſtin&, 


but to aſſiſt and protect all whoſe practice 
is not licentious, and who in their ways are 


not deſtructive to true loye, peace and unity 


among men, 

And how you are not to hinder any, but 
to furrher all that doth any thing of the 
work of the Lord,, for the glory of God, 


and the good of one another; and ſo ac- 


cording to the example of Chriſt, you are 
not to break the bruiſed reed, nor quench 
the ſmoaking flax, to deſtroy thoſe for 


whom Chriſt died; but rather to ſave them, 
and as much as in you lies follow peace 


with all men, ſeek to increaſe and blow up 
the coals of divine love among them, that 
ſo both you and they may alike walk to- 


gether in the light of God, and live in the 


power of divine life, and 0 be gathered up 


with the arms, and carried in the boſom of 


him that gently leads thoſe that are with 
young, and by the ſame power may be en- 
abled to do the ſame work of love one for a- 
nother, to live and act inthe ſame life, that ſhall 
bring joy and comfort to each other, having 
all one God, and one Father, in whom we 


| all live, move, and have our being: and 


Who is over all, through all, and in 7 God 


bleſſed for ever. 


And now that your Highneſs cannot be 
ignorant of the oppreſſion and cruelty that 
the free-born people of the Lord yet lie 


under, and is ſtill continued againſt them 


* by a nn of oppreſſive Pe that 


» \ would 
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wouls fil Tot; it over their lives; series 
and eſtates; and endeayour to bring all 


men to their own ways and cuſtoms, and 


ſo keep their poor brethren in bondage and 
ſlavery ſtill under them, never ſuffering 


the freedom of Chrilt to break forth; in and 


among his people; but inſtead of increaſ- 
ing the light and liberty thereof, they rather 
ſeek to quench and inthral it. 

But this I know, and therefore am at 
peace in my ſelf, that the Lord Jeſus will 


ſuddenly ariſe with deliverance for his peo- 


ple, to bring them out of their captivity, 


into their glorious liberty, and ſo reſtore 


eace to all men, and himſelf then reign as 
a Prince of peace in all Nations. 

This work of the Lord, for the glory of God, 
and good of all people, which is now to de 
done, you know to be recorded in the 38. 
Chapter of the Prophet 7/azab, from the 6 
verſe to the end; and the reward that will 
follow the accompliſhment of this work: 
which work, faith the Prophet, is, zo looſe 
the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 


burthens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, &c. 


und that ye break every yoke ;, alſo to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are caſt out to thy houſe ; when thou 
ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not thy ſelf from thy own fleſh, Sc. 
then ſhall thy tight break forth as the morning, 
and thine health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, and 


— righteouſneſs yOu go before 895 and the 
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I 
glory of the Lord ſhall be thy retard, Sc. 
That then according (as this is to be 
done,) as God ſhall enable you, and in 
every thing fit and qualify you for this 
Work of his, ſo you may as a juſt and im- 
partial Governor in the hands of the Lord, 
be pleaſed to come forth in a general redreſs 
for all people, to make good this good 
work of the Lord, which he hath been. 
pleaſed to put you upon the promiſe of for 
the deliverance of his people, that ſo under 
your protection they may live ſecurely, 
walk chearfully, and ſit down contentedly 
in that which makes moſt for the peace of 
their own ſquls, the ſafety of their bodies, 
and the happy ſucgeſs one of another in the 
Lord Jeſus, to the end that God both from 
your ſelf, and all others, may in all things 
have all the glory; his people, peace and 
freedom one with another, and you the re- 
ward of a true ſervant of the Lord. | 
And therefore now inaſmuch as by your 
Highneſs (in whoſe hands under God the 
power of this and other Nations is at this 
time ſeated) the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
_ promiſe. a performance of this work, give 
me leave to proceed in this humble appeal 
to your Highneſs, to ſet before you ſome 
abuſes offered againſt the Laws and Liber- 
ties of the people now under your protec- 
tion, as will appear in that which follows ; 
and how according to my experience the 
people of God have always ſuffered for a 
a e Ys Srenab rhe Eg er” os teſti- 
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teſtimony of Jeſus, in preſſſfig after, and 
walking in their liberty in him, which thoſe 
that knew it not, ever did, and ſtill do op- 
poſe. | 

And that upon conſideration thereof, 


you may to the uttermoſt of your endea- 


vour in the Lord jeſus, ſtand by his people 
to relieve them, protect, ſupport and de- 
fend them in their juſt rights and privi- 
leges, their lives, liberties and eſtates, againſt 
their enemies that oppoſe them, you will 
evermore engage the hearts of the free born 
people of the Lord, in love to ſerve you, as 
you in love and the preſence of God ſhall 
ſerve them ; and the God of love and peace 
give patience to all his people to wait upon 
the Lord, for what he in his own time ſhall 


| be pleaſed to bring forth by you: and then 


be that believes, ſhall not need to make baſte. 
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| CHAP. XII. 


The e of Crib, Bis 3 and 
Agpoſtles, together with the Author's ſuf- 
Jerings, briefly diſcovered and preſented to 
ie e, in his humble Appeal. 


* Eb 


cCcoRDING to the Declaration 

of Scripture, we find that whatſo- 
ever of truth bath at any time been held 
forth or declared by any to whom God 
hath made himſelf known, that the pub- 
liſhers thereof were ſufferers therein: This 
we find in the truth itſelf, the Lord Jeſus; 
for declaring himſelf in love to men, was 
always a ſufferer by men, who underſtood. 
him not; for from the firſt day of his 
birth, that he was but reported to be the 
Son of God, did Herod, together with the 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees, ſend forth after 
him to deftroy him; and the more of God 
or that divine life there appeared in him, 


the more did they ſeek to take his life 


away from him; not for che envy which 
they had. to his perſon only, but to that 
life which was indeed the life of God 
manifeſted in him, which life they knew 
not; For had they known him, they would 
not have — the Lord of glory : But 

they 


at 


1271 
they knew him not, neither would they 
own his life and power to be of God, 
but rather of the Devily for ſaid they, 
He caſtetb out Devils through the Prince f 
Devils, Sc. and Chriſt himſelf tells us, 
that /o they did by his Prophets that were 
Before him, ſome they ſtoned, and put to 
death; others they perſecuted ; even ſo is it 
now. alle 
T he like appeazed in his Apoſtles, who 
after their converſion, that they were called 
to the preaching of the Goſpel, what ſuf- 
ferings, ſtripes, bonds, and impriſonments, 
did they undergo for their faithfulneſs 
therein? and thus hath it been ever ſince 
to this day, with thoſe that have been 
faithful, in holding forth any thing of the 
love of God manifeſt in them, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the glory of God, and peace of 
ul nes. | | 
And now fince the day that the Lord 
Jeſus had made himſelf known to me, and 
by the power of his living in me, as the 
leaſt and worſt of all Saints, have been 
made to go forth, proclaim, publiſh, and 
declare freely, to the world and ſinners, 
the unchangeable love of the Lord Jeſus, 
according to that meaſure of the gift given 
me by him: I have ſuffered with Chriſt, 
in exerciſing the gifts of Chrift, Which 
according to the manifeſtation of ' that 
life and power in me, I have publiſhed 
and declared, not for price nor reward of 
men, but freely, and in love to the Lord 
| _ Jeſus 
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Jeſus and his people, as can be witneſſed 
by the people of thoſe parts into which I 


have come: And to ſatisfy any that ſhall 


| queſtion the truth of 8 I hold concern- 
ing God, and the things of God, and that 
have not at all rag me ſpeak thereof, 
and now have any deſire w know my 
principle, judgment, or dectrine therein, 
I ſhall direct them to ſeveral*Books of my 
writing now extant ; the one is called, 
Divine Teachings, in which there are three 
together; themwather, Man's Righteouſneſs 
examined, and wherein found too light, re- 
oved; a third, Saul ſmitten for not ff miting 
| Amalek, A fourth, A Man Child born, or 
| Godmanife eſt in fleſh: And whatis therein writ- 
ten, is the ſame that I ſtill am in judg- 
ment, and for which I have hitherto ſuf- 
fered, been indicted, falſly accuſed, ſlan- 
dered, reproached, and reviled, and for 
ſeveral Aſſizes kept bound, by a party of 
the Miniſters of England, and enemies of 
Chriſt, who live by the gain they make 
of the people; and who have appeared to 


be the chief inſtruments and agents for 
the promoting of wars and . 


amongſt men, to advance their own inte- 
reſts ; with whom I have alſo had ſeveral 
dil putes, contentions, and controverſies, 


ee Religion, I being engaged by them, 


who ſought thereby the overthrow both of 
me, and the things of God revealed in me 
but they not. prevailing againſt me, have 
much abuſed me, and ſeveral times charged 
me with. blaſphemy, brought me before 

Rulers, 


* —— 
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Rulers, Counſels, and Judges of Aſſizes, 
twice at Worceſter, and twice at Oxford; 
where they laid their ſeveral accuſations of 
blaſphemy (as they ſaid) againſt me; but 
could never be proved by any Law to be 
ſo ; whereupon, -according to the will of 
God, I was till delivered, both by Law 
and Judges, the Lord' enabling me to 
ſpeak for myſelf ; and alſo working upon 
the hearts and underſtandings of theJudges, 
to underſtand the anſwer by me made, and 
thereby free me from the cruelty of my 
enemies, though ſtill found guilty by the 
Juries, who themſelves underſtood it not, 
(being alſo prompt by my adverſaries, as 
ſeveral witneſſes can teſtify) and for which 
the. ſaid Juries were reproved by the Judges 
in the open Court: The particulars "of 
which trials I ſhall preſent to the world 
more at large hereafter. 

Thus for my faithfulneſs to the truth, 
have I ſuffered by my enemies, who be- 
hind the backs of the Judges did accuſe 
them for injuſtice, concerning my deliver- 


ance, when according to law and juſtice 
they did act; and that theſe my enemies 


have ſince vowed (by me, as the Jews did 
by Paul) they would follow me to death, 
as can alſo be proved by ſeveral witneſſes z 


for the performance of which vow, and to 


a farther diſcovery of their malice towards 
me, and, the truth revealed in me, they 
yet ceaſe not to follow me, with endeavours 
to make good this their evil intentions 
8 againſt 
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/ fgainſt me; but rather than they will 
want ſomething whereby to accuſe me (for 
which they have watched daily over me, 
as the Scribes and Phariſees did over 
 - Chriſt) Judge Green (one of the former 
Judges) being dead, they reported they 
would again revive ſome of the former 
accuſations againſt me, and ſo again bring 
me to a trial thereof: Their illegal and 
unjuſt proceedings will appear in that 
which follows, in the reading of which, 
I ſhall humbly crave and deſire your 
Patience. Wise | 
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c HA XIV, 
AX farther diſcovery to bis Highneſs, of the 


malicious practices, ignorant cenſures, and 
illegal proceedings of two Fuſtices and 
certain . miniſters at Stow on the Old 
in Glouceſterſhire, March 19, 1653, 
againſt the Suffering Anthor. = 


My Lord, | 


1 po the nineteenth day of March 
K / laft paſt, being the Lord's day, T 
| {through the defire and earneſt requeſt of 
very many of the Town and Pariſh of Sow 
on the Gd in the County of Glouceſter, 
and by ſeveral other of the neighbour | 
 Þ--:%e and Towns near adjacent) * at 
ee e tow, 


— 
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Stow, where I was to preach, to anſwer 
the deſires of thoſe people that were there, 
and that deſired me to come, where and 
at which time I went to the Church or 
common meeting place in the morning, 
and heard one Mr. Elmes then Minifter of 
Winchcombe preach, who there delivering 
ſomething contrary to truth, and having 
ended his Sermon, that the people were 
| departing, I with his conſent propounded 

to him a queſtion as follows. 

Sir, Inaſmuch as by the providence of 
God, and the civil requeſt of many people, 
J am here this day, and at this time a 
hearer of you, I ſhall, if I may in love be 
admitted in the afternoon, be a ſpeaker, 
if not in this place, then in ſome other 
place where the Lord ſhall direct us; for 
ro that end and purpoſe was J invited o 


Town this day. 
He anſwered, that he himſelf was a 


ſtranger and could not grant it, but ſaid 


that he thought I had ſomething to ſay 
- againſt his Doctrine; to which I anſwered, 

I had ; and fo ſhewing him his error, 1 
declared againſt it, that the people might 
not be deceived by it. 

For that which he ſaid was this, as the 
whole Congregation can witneſs, that God 
feeding his people Jrael as a Lamb in a 
large place, was his leaving of them to 
themſelves, a letting them looſe to all 
manner of ſin and wickedneſs to run head 
long into hell; which appearing to me ſo 
82 groſs 
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oroſs an error, I could not let it paſs; but 

anfrered, that God feeding his — Ifracl 
as a Lamb in a large place, was an enlarge- 
ment of the manifeſtation of his love and 
favour to them in Chriſt Jeſus, in their re- 
turn to him from their backſliding con- 
dition; it was a bringing of them into that 
City and Sion of the living God, where the 
glorious Lord himſelf will be unto us a 

place of broad Rivers and ſtreams, and 
5 ſhall we run the way of his Command- 
ments, (and not our own) when h 
enlarged our hearts; and people fed by 
God as Lambs, cannot be ſaid to be left of 
God or forſaken, but are fed with Chriſt 
whois theirdaily bread from heaven, andGod 
cannot be ſaid to feed his people, when he 
is ſaid to leave them; but according to your 
own principle you will ſay, that thoſe that 
are let looſe” unto all manner of fin and 
wickedneſs, to run headlong into hell, are 
not fed by God but the Devil. 
And now anſwer being thus made in as 


civil a manner as could, be, and there bein 


preſent one John Crofts and Richard Ayl- 
worth, Juſtices of the Peace for that county, 
who hearing this my ſpeech made to their 
Miniſter, where much moved and enraged 
in their ſpirits, againſt me, as appeared by 
their rude and uncivil carriage at that time 
towards me, who. alſo ſaid I ſhould have 
ſpoke to theirMiniſter in private and not in 
public; to which I anſwered, that no BYE! : 


[ 233 ] 1 
and place was ſo fit as then and there, the 
people being preſent; for truth ſeeks no 
corners; whereupon the ſaid Juſtices to 
carry on their deſign of a further proceed- 
ing againſt me, did immediately charge 
t he Conſtables with me, commanding them 
to bring me into the Miniſters houſe, where 
they and Elmes the ſaid Miniſter was, and 
ſo commanding the doors to be ſhut, they 
deſired I would anſwer ſome queſtions 
which they ſhould propound ; I told them 
that what they had to propound in love, 
and for edification to any, I ſhould anſwer 
them; which was as follows. 

Firſt Queſtion; Whether I did nine 
there was a God, and a Devil, a Heaven 
and a Hell? I anſwered, rhat. there was 
both God and Devil, Heaven and Hell, 
ſalvation and damnation: and I further 
ſaid that there, were alſo Gods many and 
Lords many in the world, known as to 
men and worſhipt by men, though but 
one true God and him moſt men did igno- 
rantly worſhip. 

Another queſtion they aſked me, whether 
God would fave all men or no? I anſwered 
that what the Scripture ſaid I would ſay 3 
and the Scripture ſaid of God, that he iI 
have all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the 
| knowledge of the truth; for there is one God 
and one e between God aud men, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom 
for « all, to be teſtified 1 in due lime; 3 but we ſee 


that 
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chat all men are not yet ſaved ; for all men 
have not yet this teſtimony, or do not yet 
believe; for he that believes not is con- 
demned already, and he that doth believe 
hath the witneſs in himſelf and this witneſs 
is Chriſt. | | 
A third queſtion was; Whether! did 
believe there were three perſons in the 
Trinity? The, Trinity I acknowledged; 
and — 4 of them what the meant by 
perſon, whether a material body of fleſh 
and bones or not? To which they did not 
anſwer; but aſked me again, if there were 
not three diſtinet beings? T anſwered, that 
according to Scripture there were ted | 
that bear witneſs in heaven, and three that 
bear witneſs on earth, and each three did 
agree. in one; fo that there was but one 
being of all things, and that being was e- 
ternal; then they aſked' me what the three 
that bear witneſs in heaven were, and 
whether they were not three perſons? 1 
anſwered, that according to Scripture they 
were known by the name of Father, Son 
and Spirit, and were three in reſpect of 
manifeſtations to the creature, and yet but 
one in union and being with the Creator 
and Father of all things: they again aſked ' 
me how far theſe three were 25 one 


from another? I anſwered, that ſo/ far as 
the Father is from the Gor, and the Son 
from the Father, fo ar are 8 n one 
from another.. 
And 


„ 

And thus they provoking and urging 
me with many queſtions ſought to ' enſnare 
me, as it is written the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees did by Chriſt, laying wait for him, and 

ſeeking [to catch ſomething out of his mouth 
that they might accuſe bim: but I anſwered * 
as the Lord did enable me, and according 
to Scripture. 

And now [ having thus anſwered to their 
queſtions, and they therein receiving no- 
thing againſt me, told me that I had for- 

merly ſpoken things that were blaſphemy, 
and they would queſtion me for that; I told 
them again that nothing of blaſphemy could 
ever yet be proved againſt me, though en- 
'  deavoured by my enemies; and what I had 
been formerly charged with as blaſphemy ; 
I have already anſwered, and now ſhould 
at any time be ready in love to anſwer them 
or any other that ſhould aſk me a reaſon of 
the hope that is in me; and the practiſe of 
Chriſtians (as they profeſſed themſelves to 
be) I told them was not to lay violent hands 
on any, charging Officers with them, for 
ſpeaking of the things of God in a way con- 
trary to their judgment or apprehenfions ; 
and ſo to make a man an offender for a 
word, and how we never found in Scripture 
that A Chriſtian living; in the Faith of the 
Lord Jefus, did ever perſecute, accuſe, 
charge, judge or condemn any in point of 
worſhip towards God, but were themſelves 
=. always accuſed, judged and TE 
| other 


4 
3 
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others that believed not; and men fnay . 
differ in opinion or judgment of things, 
and yet be good N but though we 
may thus differ, yet let us be reconciled to- 
gether in love, and not judge one another; 
for love is a fulfilling of the whole Law; 


and not to love 1s a breach of the Law. 
And (ſaid I) as I have heard your Mis» 


niſters, fo both him and you if you pleaſe _ 


may in like manner hear me; and if I ſhall 
err in any thing I ſpeak, then you have 
your liberty to — me wherein, and we in 
love to diſcourſe it forth before the people, 
which thing might tend much to the glory 
of God and the edification one of another 
but this they refuſed, and would not grant, 
but told me that unleſs. I would come to 


Church in the afternoon, and hear their 
M.iniſter without objecting any thing a- 


gainſt him, they would ſtill keep me as a 
Priſoner ; to which I anſwered, that unleſs 
I might ſpeak as well as hear, having an op- 
portunity when their Miniſter had done, I 
would not come, but would in ſome other 
place ſpeak what God ſhould make known 
to me: and I further ſaid, that the Anti- 
chriſtian Law of compelling men to Church 
was not now in force, but men were to have 
their liberty therein; whereupon they gave 
the Conſtables futther charge of me, com- 
manding me not to ſpeak any where within 
their liberty; and they not to ſuffer any 
ROME to come near me, nor I to come. 
| them 
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them for that day, and in the time of their 
afternoon exerciſe, they con.manded me to 
be kept cloſe priſoner, w which I was for a+ 

bove two hours; as will further appear in 
that which follows; all which proceedings 
of theirs ſeems much contrary to what your 
Highneſs hath been pleaſed to declare in 
your 36. Article in the 43. page of The 
Commonwealths Government ſigned by your 
Highneſs December, 16. 1653+ that none 
ſhould be compelled by penalty or other- 
ways to the public profeſſion held forth 
and that all Laws contrary to Chriſtian li- 
berty were to be null and void, how con- 
trary were theſe mens actions then to that? 

But the Conſtables being preſent all a 
long from the begining of this buſineſs, 
| who ſeeing and hearing all that paſt between 
us, and finding no evil or miſdemeanor on 
my part committed, yet were always in my 
men, were themſelves willing to heat 
me; and the people both of Town and 
Country being many, and no houſe there 
able to contain them, they before one of 
the clock that day were aſſembled together 
in the ſtreet, the number of which were 
ſuppoſed by many people to be near one 
thouſand, to whom I began my diſcourſe 
«thus. :ofiig | 
"Lv riends, The afternoon Sermon being 
not yet began at Church, and becauſe we 
will not be idle, I ſhall in the mean time, 


while we haye an oppartunitys ſpeak ſome- 
3 T 


B | thing 


ma” SGT. 
thing to you for your ſouls edification and 
5 Weber and then you that will go to the 
Church tindy f and this I ſhall alſo deſire of 
— while you are here, that nothing may 
de faid or done on your parts contrary to 
the preſent power and 2 peace of this 
Foc Nation,” by which we ſhould be protected 
in this our Godly exerciſe; and you that 
are Officers, take notice of any that ſhall 
in this Guy: de make . diſturb- 


9 b ace. Sc. 


But after half an bebte fp ace that l had - 
2 . thus in ſpeaking 251 the people, 
Mx. Crofts and Mr. erb the ſaid ſuſ- 
tices, and Elmes the ſaid Miniſter, with 
their horſes came riding in amongſt the 
ple in a tumultuous manner, and diſ- 
Turbed the whole company, laid violent 
hands on me, commanding the people to 
aſſiſt them in it, who refuſed, but rather 
endeavoured to perſuade the diſturbers of 


168 the peace (at that time) to be quiet, the 


people ſtill calling upon me to ſpeak on, 
nnd they would ſtill hear, in the interim 


79155 two maſtive De TS. fall on the Juſtices 

horſes, as if — had known them to be 
the diſturbers of the people. Then the 

ſaid Juſtices departed a little from the com- 
poany; but Elmes the ſaid Miniſter urged 
them again not to depart away tl they had 
diſmiſſed our meeting; - whereupon they 


ceame again in like manner as before; and 
While a — was a OG" to appre- 


Nate ; | | Af | 


„„ 
hend me, they with ſome others would 
not let me go on in my former diſcourſe, 
but would engage me upon a diſpute, tak- 


ing an ocgaſion to quarrel with me for 


preaching with my hat on my head, though 


in the ſtrert, and ſaid it was contrary. to 


the rule of the Goſpel. I demanded of them 


what was meant by head they ſaid the 


head of mans body; to which 1 anſwered, 
that it-was not that head meant in the Gol: 
'pel : if it were, then any thing on the head 


were a covering; but your Miniſter had 
this morning a Cap on his head, When he 
both preached and praycd, therefore was 
his head covered; and no greater dithoner - 
could I at this time give to my head then 
to keep my hat off, having no cap to put 


on, for the wind blows very cold; beſides 
the Sun ſhines full in my face; but that 
this is not tne head there meant, conſiders 
for it is written that the head of every man 
is Chriſt, and Chriſt is the wiſdom and pow- 


er by which all men ſnould both pray and 


propheſy; and any man praying or pro 


phecying without this, having Chriſt his 


head covered. vailed or hid in him, and not 
manifeſt in him or known by him, All that 


he ſpeaks and aſks in pretence for Chriſt, 


is to he diſhonour of Chriſt; and any man 
having thus his head bauen. he diſhonouts 

his hen,. 7 

Then ſaid the 3 9 in -anfrer: to 1 


8 0 horrible blalphemy! ! What, will you fay _ 
. py 1. 8 that 


6 | W 


— 


1 


mo 


"as 


that Chriſt is the head of every man, 


and that he may be covered? you ſhall 
anſwer for this at Gloceſter; and fo they 
preſented to the Conſtables a Warrant ta 


apprehend me, commanding others alſo to 
aſſiſt them (but were conſtrained to do it 


in the Town, where they kept me cloſe 
priſoner for the ſpace of above two hours 
(while they went to their afternoon! exec- 
ciſe) ſuffering none to come at me, neither 
1 wo ſpeak to any ſo much as through the 


_ themſelves, and then "ey les to a houſe 3 


window ; after that I had liberty to go to 


my Inn until the next day; and then by 
the Juſtices Order, was to Niue bail, or 
© to Jail. 


The next day being come, 3 oped be- . 


fore Fobn Crofts ene of the ſaid Juſtices, 


with whom there were aſſembled ſeveral 


- Miniſters, the ſaid Elmes, with one Palmer, 
and others who. again urged many queſtions 


' to me to inſnare me; and the Juſtice de- 


manded of me bail; but I deſired firſt to 
know my accuſers, and what evil I had 


done. He anſwered, tliat my accuſers were 
not yet known, neither the accuſations; 
neither was T ro know them till I come to 


tryal. But, ſaid he, we have ſent warrants 
about the Country to ſummon in ſeveral 


perſons whom we do believe will be your 
accuſers; and that we are ſhortly to have . 


meeting at Seu, where the perſons ſum- 


ned are to meet us; r which time if 
wy Fo {> 
| 2 rs | you 


2 [141] | 

you ſend to me, you ſhall have a Copy of 
your accuſers names, and alſo the accuſa- 
tions: In the mean time (ſaid Crofts) we 
have power in ourſelves to bind you to ap- 
pear, or ſend you to Jail. 

And ſo without any thing being laid to 
my charge, either by chemſclves or others, 
they according to their own wills, bound 
me to appear at Glocefter Aſſizes following, 
to anſwer to what was not yet charged a- 

gainſt me: and according as the Prieſts  _ 
and Elders deſired of Feſtus judgment a: 
ainſt Paul, before his accuſers were come . 
; Wa to face, ſo the ſaid Minifters then pre- 
ſent with the Juſtices, would have had me 
ſent to Goal, before I was accuſed of an 
thing; and ſaid, That both TI and all that 
adhear d to me, deſerve no better place. | 
After this, I went the ſame day to Ste, 
where was news of ſeveral other Miniſters 
pol the ſame Country then come to Town to 
\, * enquire concerning me, ſome of which 
| were my former accuſers at Worceſter and 
At Oxford : And I being again dliered by 
many people of the Town and Pariſh of 
_ $toww, went again into the Street, and there 
preached that day; after which I took my 
leave of the people, rejoicing that the Lord 
for carrying on ſo good a work, had again 
choſen me as an inſtrument in his hand to 

— bear witneſs to the truth, and ſuffer ſhame , 

for his name. ö 
And now, my Lord, after the conſider- 
\ 8 ation of all the foregoing diſcourſe, let it 


. pleaſe 


LY 


1 2427 


2 e Highneſs: to do what to your 


on wiſdom ſhall ſeem meer, that your 


practice may anſwer your title, even to 


Protect the innocent from thoſe that would 
devour them; for there are many wolves 
in lambs cloathing, who under the pretence 
of ſtanding for the truth, and the faith 


once delivered to the Saints, do perſecute 


the pure appearances of God in his people, 


like unto thoſe which Timothy ſpeaks of, 
| who having 4 form of godlineſs, wy = 


power thereof. 


. Wherefore I being perſuaded of your : 


Highnefs's tender care towards ſuch as 
love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity and truth, 


was occaſioned in boldneſs to preſent. this 
unto your Highnels, to rightly inform you 


of the rigorous and illegal proceedings of 
ſome men now in power, who under a form 


ward thoſe that love him, for good; and 
that in all their offlitions be is afflited ; ſo 
vou may be like Jeſus Chriſt, in tendering 
thoſe that are precious in his fight, that 
ſo the beloved of the Lord may lie doun 
in ſafety. 


A ahh as it hath pleaſed the Lon 


Sof godlineſs, do envy the pure appearances 


of Jeſus Chtiſt in ſpirit and truth: Where- 
fore, as the eye of Jeſus is OY to- 


| joe advance your Highneſs above your 


© +Brethren, for their protection, preſervation 


and deliverance, as he did Foſeph above 
his brethren, when he made him Lord of 


24 all Pharaoh's houſe, and Ruler throughout 


N 1 5 | ; * 


| .* 
— 
| — 
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5 CELLS 
all the Land of Egypt; ſo you (like him) 


may not always be as a ſtranger to your 
oor, grieved and oppreſſed brethren, to 
try them, but that you (like 7#eph) may 
allo make yourſelf known to them, by 
doing good for them, to comfort and 


relieve them in their ſeveral wants and 


neceſſities, as Joſeph did his brethren, 


* 


that ſo you may not only be bleſſed in _ 


Lord, but that both this. and after g 
rations may alſo call you Bleſſed, accordiva 
as it is written, The memory of the Juſt foall 
be ee, but. the name of the wicked ſhall 


rot 
1 ENG upon what the 2 11 Gall 
be. pleaſed to direct your High- 


July "vol 5 4% do, in reference . jog | 
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e oof 1 remain, 


voor 8, to ſerve you in the Lord, 
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The Author's Trial at Glouceſter Aſizes, 


: before Serjeant Glyn, and the unjuſt pre- 


© ceedings of two Juſtices, John Crofts, and 


Richard Aylworth, againſt bint, the 22d 


T TPON the day and year above written, 
l T made my- appearance at Glouceſter 
Aſſizes, there expecting a trial with my 


then two adverſaries, John Crofts and 
Keicbard Aybworth, two Juſtices of the 
Peace for that County, who themſelves 


were there with many Miniſters of the 


— 


What they might inform againſt me, 


having nothing before; for nothing juſtly 
could they find then; but their malice 
being great, the Juſtices with the ſaid 


County, conferring together concerning 


Miniſters had framed a ſcandalous Paper, 


in which were many falſe and ſcandalous 


informations of their own inventions, as a 


map of malice, which they preſented to 
the Court, to which was only the name of 


' Fobn Crofts, and to which they themſelves. 


durſt not ſwear, neither could they get 


any other, though they ſought much for 


{ 


itz which particulars were-as follow. 
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The Ioformation. 


TiIRST, 7 bat I had ſeveral Ti ;mes cauſed to 

come together to hear me, a very. great | 
multitude of wicked and prophane MES ny” 

| the e difturbance of the peace. 27 


; * Sedbhdth. 7 hat 1 di Nur bed 2 Miniſter | Þ 
in the Church, and that ſome of my company, 
ſhould call out to have the Miniſter pulled 
N ſaying, T ouch Coppin who dare. 


"Thirdly; That believers need not grey 4 or | 
"ih pardan of . | | 


Fourthly, T bat there was no begven nor : 7 {| 
bell, but My and . e 


Fifthly, That 1 ſhould call to the N to =: 
ftand to. 25 liberty, and not to ſuffer the | 1 
Juſtices to entrench upon it. by wh. 


Sixthly, That 7 would not 10 the Fuſtices 3 

Authority, 1 | — 4 

a 4 

9 5 Seventhly, That 1 Was a Lontinual breaker 
of the peace. 


And now T being called into the Court 
on Saturday night, a little before the Court 5 
roſe, the informations againſt me. were 


read; but nothing of it being proved, 
1 3 there 


* 
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there was no anſwer required of me; and 
the Judge being removed to the other 
Court, my accuſers would have been my 


judges, and alſo witneſſes for themſelves; 


but I excepted againſt them, and the 


Court reproved thein. 
Then I declared againſt their informa- 
tions, ſhe wing them to be falſe, and they 


themſelves to be no true Chriſtians living 4 


in, the faith of the Lord Jeſus, ſo long 
they did infarm againſt or proſecute any 


for their judgements z - whereupon their 
Proceedings were ſtopt. | 
Then they preſented to the Court 0% 


ral books with my name to them: And 


the Court demanded. of me, if I would 
on them. To which I anfwered, That 
I had written ſuch books, with ſuch titles; 
but whether thoſe particular books they 


oduced were the ſame 1 writ, I knew 
not, unleſs I heard them all read. And I 


further ſaid, That if they had any thing 
againſt me for breach of any Law, ö 


deſired them to proceed according to the 
Law, and I would further anſwer them. 


Whereupon the Court told them, That 
they could proceed no further by theſe. 
informations; but if they had any thing 
to accuſe me withal, they were to Fro 


by way of indictment. 


But my accuſers not yet knowing with 
What more to charge me, deſired to know 


of the Court if they might not indict me 


> for WOT" * a in the Church. 


The 1 
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The-Court anſwered, They could not 30 FR 
ſo, the Miniſter having done before I bes 
gan, and therefore it could not be proved 
any diſturbance. But ſaid the Court, If — 
You can pick any thing forth of the books 
which you ſay are his, and prove it to be 
blaſphemy, you may indict him for that, 
proving. firſt that he ſaw every line of the 
books printed. But at this my accuſers 
were 8 daunted, knowing not how to 
prove any thing againſt me. Whereupon- 
they deſired longer time, votil Miogday 3 
; whats the Court granted them. 
And now Monday being come, I was 
in called into the Court, before the 
| ho where the ſaid Juſtices, my accu- | 
ſers, were preſent, but no Miniſter with 
them, for they were only the ſetters on of 
the Juſtices; who then proceeded as be- 
fore, and finding nothing more againſt me, 
dhe foreſaid informations were again read. 
Baut the Judge perceiving them to be in 
malice, and there being no proof of them |} 
he ſeemed to flight them, ſaying, He did | 
not like informations in ſuch: a+ nature; | | 
to which my accuſers anſwering not, I 
then deſired to ſpeak myſelf (though I 
might have 0 d, there being nothing 
proved againſt and the Judge giving 
me leave, I declared unto him in open 
Court the ſubſtance of the whole buſineſs * 
_ acted againſt me by the ſaid Juſtices at 
Stow, as is before written at large; and 
» | thereby proved my e themſelves to 
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be guilty 10 BW they informed: 


” 3 


gainſt 


me; and for the proof of which I Would 
bave produced N witneſſes that were 


then preſent. But the Judge anſwered, 
he was already ſarisßed in what I had ſaid, 


that the wrong was done to me, and chere- 


fore deſired no further witneſs, , 
Then my accuſers again urged. che 


books. To which I anſwered as before, 
naming the ſeveral titles of the books 


J had written. Out of which books my 
accuſers had picked here and there ſome 


part of ſome particular ſentences, which 


they preferred to the Judge to examine 
me upon. But the Judge, a he had 
read it, told them they had given him that 


- + Which: was nonſenſe, in taking part of a 


ſentence, and not the whole; for in ſo 


doing (faid he) you may wrong the ſenſe 
of any man's words; and you are not to 


do ſo; but you are to take the words 


before, and the words after, and { then the 


one might explain the other, as ſaid the 


. Judge. To which my accuſers were ſilent. 
80 1 at all being proved againſt me, 
- the, Judge aſked them what. my life and 
canverſation was z againſt which: they alſo 
. had nothing to ſay. Then they —4 the 
Judge a note of my former accuſations at 
One, dsclaring that I had ſinee ſpoke 
che ſame things; and ſo importuned the 
Judge to krep me bound till the next 
Aſſizes. But the Judge told them, he 
_ 4 no ſuch cans of * they could 


3 >. , prove 
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prove that 1 had tranſgreſſed the Law ; 

_ and, ſaid he, for that which ye reckoned 
an offence already committed by him, 
which for my part I canngt, . you have 

Y already puniſhed him eon fe the Law, 
in keeping him bound till now, _ 

And, ſaid the Judge, as touching the 
accuſations at Oxford, I underſtand he there 
__ * anſwered them before my brother Green, 
then Judge of that Aſſize, and I am not 
to queſtion him any more upon that; 
therefore unleſs you have any thing againſt 
him he ought to be freed. | 

But nothing elſe could they find, though 

they ſought and tried every way for i it, to 
the uttermolt of their endeavours, Where- 
upon I was oy. to che ſhame of my 
enemies. 

And now what an 22 might : 

take againſt thole men, for the Wrong 
done unto me by them, if I would pro- TY 
ceed according to the Law? But my prin- 
ciples lead me to no ſuch thing, as to ſeek 
revenge againſt any man, but freely to 
forgive my enemies, and to love them 
which hate me, as Chriſt in me gives me 
Commandment ; and in ſo doing, though 


in many things I ſuffer, yer in God I _ 
reſt for my ſoul. 
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